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Unit 1: Capture

Principal Learning unit
Level 3
Guided learning hours: 90

Internally assessed
[Assessment of this unit will be approximately 80% coincident

with the learner’s coverage of the content]

About this unit

You may be wondering why we have used the word ‘capture’ in the title of
this unit. What we mean is the process of recording in a permanent form in
any medium. Taking a photograph of someone captures what that person
looks like or is doing at a particular moment. Writing a poem might
capture an idea or emotion, whilst a play or novel might capture ideas.
Painting a landscape captures the scene, and perhaps the way light falls
upon it at a particular time of day. Creating a costume design could
capture some of the aspects of a character to an audience.

Capture can be done in a variety of ways and for all sorts of
different purposes. Artists, for example, are sometimes employed to
draw people appearing in court because cameras are not allowed
there. Capture can be done mechanically through traditional
methods, or electronically using modern digital technology. Capture
may combine elements drawn from the full range of visual, live and
media arts.

So, in this unit you will explore different ways in which ideas,
events, objects, or people may be captured. You will need to
consider appropriate methods of recording for your chosen purpose.
This will involve exploring and experimenting with different
techniques and approaches in media suited to your purpose. Your
explorations will encompass the use of traditional and more
contemporary processes and will involve investigations into current
and past practice.

Capturing material of your own will involve planning the process and
putting your concept into production. You will also constantly
monitor your work and working practice and use that process to
refine your work.

In this unit you must bring together two or more of the disciplines as
defined on page xx.
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Learning outcomes
On completion of this unit a learner should:

1 Understand past and current practice of capture in a chosen medium or media
2 Be able to plan capture in a chosen medium or media

3 Be able to explore and experiment with different techniques of capture in a chosen
medium or media

4 Be able to complete capture in a chosen medium or media

Be able to monitor capture work and working processes in order to inform own
practice.
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What you need to cover

1.1

1.2

1.3
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Understand past
and current
practice of
capture in a
chosen medium
or media

Be able to plan
capture in a
chosen medium
or media

Be able to
explore and
experiment
with different
techniques of
capture in a
chosen medium
or media

You will investigate past and current work related to capture in
specific media. You will need to identify how practice has
developed over time in relation to different practitioners, and
explain the reasons for that development. You will also need to
show how, and perhaps why, current practice differs from previous
practice. You need to:

e explore past and current practice in the medium (or media) you
wish to work in

e look at how factors such as historical developments have
influenced current practice

e explore approaches to capture by different practitioners.

You will be required to present the results of your investigation in
some form - a written report or oral presentation, for example. You
must also keep a research log of your investigations, and proper
notes on any material you find.

You will need to generate ideas and explore possibilities for capture
in a chosen medium. You will need to select an idea and develop a
plan for capture in a chosen medium. You need to:

e select an appropriate idea for capture in the chosen medium

e research different possibilities for capture in the chosen
medium using both primary and secondary research

e submit a detailed plan for capture in the chosen medium.

You will try out various media, techniques and processes used for
capture. You need to:

e try out alternative or new solutions to those already pursued
and identify ideas for development

e critically consider and reflect upon your use of different
techniques for capture

¢ make connections between your own and other people’s use of
media, materials and techniques

o follow good practice in health and safety at all times.



1.4

1.5

Be able to
complete
capture in a
chosen medium
or media

Be able to
monitor capture
work and
working
processes in
order to inform
own practice

You will need to produce a finished capture product in your chosen
medium. You need to:

e use a range of appropriate approaches to capture

e follow your plan to complete a capture, adapting ideas as
necessary

e manage your project effectively and work within time and
budgetary constraints

o follow professional working practices and industry protocols

¢ follow good practice in health and safety at all times.

You will need to critically monitor and continually review your work
throughout the process of creating it. You need to think about such
matters as how you have worked, how external factors affected your work,
how other people might respond to your work and how they are
represented in it. This means:

e keeping a log of work done
e reflecting critically on each stage of the process
¢ thinking about the reasons behind problems and successes

¢ thinking about how cultural, economic, political or social
factors influenced your work

e thinking about matters such as diversity and representation.

Throughout the working process you should be reflecting upon
these matters in relation to what you are producing and actively
using your reflections to inform, shape or modify your work as
might be appropriate.

At the end of the process you should think about what you have
learnt, and how you can put this learning to good use in your next
project.
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QCF unit summary

Outcome | Learning Outcome Assessment

N2 The learner will: The learner can:

1.1 Understand past and current e provide a description of past and
practice of capture a chosen current practice in capture in a chosen
medium or media medium (or media) and the relationship

between them

e describe how factors such as historical
developments have influenced current
practice

e describe approaches to capture in a
chosen medium (or media) by different
practitioners

1.2 Be able to plan capture in a chosen | e generate and consider ideas for capture
medium [CT1]

¢ undertake research into ideas for
capture [IE 1, 2]
e produce a project plan

1.3 Be able to explore and experiment | ¢ explore capture, and experiment with
with different techniques of techniques [CT 2, 5]
capture in a chosen medium or .

. e make connections between own and
media oy , .
other practitioners’ use of media,
materials and techniques [CT 3]
e manage health and safety protocols [SM
4]

1.4 Be able to complete capture in a e produce a capture product using a range

chosen medium or media of approaches [SM 2]
e manage the project, modifying ideas or
plans when necessary [CT 6; SM 3, 5]
¢ manage health and safety and industry
protocols [SM 4]
1.5 Be able to monitor capture work ¢ identify cultural, economic, political or

and working processes in order to
inform own practice

social factors that might have
influenced own work [IE 5]

e assess strengths and weaknesses,
making use of these observations to
refine ideas and outcomes [RL 1, 3]
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How you will be assessed

This unit will be assessed by your teachers.
You must:

e undertake an investigation into a form of capture, and present the results of your
investigation (learning outcome 1)

e generate and explore ideas for your own capture project, and plan the project (learning
outcome 2)

e explore and experiment with your idea (learning outcome 3)
o complete your project (learning outcome 4)

¢ monitor and reflect upon the process and on the way your project relates to wider issues
(learning outcome 5).

Whether you have worked on your own or in a group for this unit, you must produce an
individual process portfolio which shows all the stages of your work - that is:

e all research

e all planning

¢ all production documentation

e the final piece of work

e the monitoring and review process.

This portfolio must clearly show your own contribution to the final outcome, and all group
activity must be written up or recorded in some way individually by you.

Your teachers will give you further advice on how you should organise and present your process
portfolio.
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Guidance for teaching this unit

NB: It is a requirement of the qualification that the work for this unit is
contextualised in relation to a minimum of two disciplines. Guidance on how this can
be done is given below. Edexcel has published an exemplar assignment in the Teacher
Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media which
shows how the unit can be covered in relation to X and Y. Further guidance on how to
contextualise specific disciplines is given in the Indicative Content Statement, also
available in the Teacher Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in
Creative and Media.

Overview

This unit aims to develop students’ skills in recording appropriate material for the
creative and media sectors in a permanent form. Capture may combine elements
drawn from the full range of visual, live and media arts within interdisciplinary
activities. This might entail the combination of, for example, media techniques with
performance skills to capture a performing arts production. Alternatively, art and
design techniques might be used to capture such a performance.

Consequently, there are opportunities within the unit for students with a range of interests in
creative and media forms to work collaboratively. Tutors might work together to design
exciting interdisciplinary project work, allowing students to develop their own strengths. For
example, a performance which involves choreography, sound, set design, costume and so on
can be captured for the benefit of future audiences in a range of different media. Often,
different production and performance skills are required for television or for radio, as
opposed to a theatre audience. A dance - perhaps created specifically for this purpose -
might be captured by a painter, sculptor, film maker or photographer. A graphic designer
might capture stills from a rehearsal in order to generate publicity material for a forthcoming
performance.

In such a collaborative project, students must each be able to produce their own
individual evidence of meeting the unit learning outcomes, in ways that are
appropriate to their own specialist interests. Tutors might consider identifying
appropriate opportunities for covering this unit at different stages in the Level 3
Diploma, integrating it at times with activities from other units, rather than teaching
it discretely.

Teaching the unit

This unit represents ninety guided learning hours and, checking against the
assessment grid, tutors should strike an appropriate balance between investigative
developmental work related to capture and the planning and production of a finished
product. The level of challenge of each student’s work for this unit should reflect the
ninety guided learning hours.

The unit requires students to work with more than one medium, from which they
may, if they wish, select a specific medium for learning outcomes 3, 4 and 5.
However, learners should be encouraged to be as adventurous as possible throughout
this unit in combining media and disciplines to achieve their aims.

In order to meet learning outcome 1, students will be expected to research
contemporary and historical practice. These studies should then inform and inspire
their own experimentation and practice. There are opportunities here for tutors to
invite guest speakers from a relevant field to discuss and demonstrate how they
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work. Students would also benefit from visits to studios, workshops, museums and
galleries.

Learning outcomes 2, 3 and 4 require first the planning, then exploration and
experimentation with different processes, and then the completion of a capture
product as defined in the introduction to this unit.

To meet learning outcome 5, tutors will need to ensure that students critically
review the progress of their work for 2, 3 and 4. Students might provide such
evidence in ways other than writing - this might include annotated storyboards or
paper drafts, audio or video commentaries, podcasts or blogs. This will involve
evaluating the processes used in capture as well as the product, so they should not
leave the collection of relevant material until the end, but begin logging work done
right at the start of the planning stage.

It is vital that tutors should fully integrate current health and safety working practice
into the teaching of this unit.

Guidance on assessment of this unit
Designing assessment vehicles

To a great extent the assessment vehicle for this unit is the unit itself. By following
the requirements of the unit learners should automatically produce the necessary
evidence for assessment.

A recommended procedure, therefore, would be to construct a skeleton assignment
which begins with requiring learners to decide which form of capture they intend to
employ, then sets out a procedure which will ensure that they produce all the
appropriate evidence to cover the assessment requirements of the unit.

The work for Assessment Focus 1 should be related to the form of capture the learner
intends to employ, and to ensure that it is done in such a way as to form a solid basis
for the later work, centres should require that learners produce a written report or
oral presentation as evidence for that focus.

Centres must ensure that any project that learners set up or become involved in
enables them to create the necessary evidence and to achieve the full range of
marks.

Evidence for assessment

Centres must ensure that learners produce evidence as follows:

Focus 1: the presentation of the results of the investigation in an appropriate
form

notes, research logs,
Focus 2: notes on ideas, rough work (drafts, sketches, ideas boards etc)
notes on research
a production plan
Focus 3: all experimentsation work
unit log or journal

teacher observation records
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Focus 4: the final product

unit log or journal

teacher observation records
Focus 5: unit log or journal

teacher observation records

The learner’s unit log or journal can contribute to some extent to the assessment of
all five learning outcomes.

All physical evidence must be kept in an organised process portfolio for this unit.

Copies of teacher observation records should be given to learners to put in their
process portfolios.

Each process portfolio must contain an Authentication Sheet signed by the learner
and the person(s) responsible for the assessment, declaring that all work submitted
for assessment is the learner’s own work, carried out under appropriate supervision.

Using the Assessment Grid

When using this grid a ‘best fit’ principle should be adopted - that is, assessors should
match the work being assessed for a given assessment focus to the mark band which
best describes that work overall. They should not adopt a hurdle approach in which
the assessor cannot award marks from a higher band if one requirement from a lower
band has not been satisfied.

If the work matches a band overall, but a requirement from a lower band has not
been met, then the mark awarded can be from the lower end of the band which is
the best fit.

If one aspect of work for an assessment focus matches one requirement in the next
band, but overall the work does not fit that higher band, then the mark awarded can
be from the higher end of the band which is the best fit.

Assessors should also take into account the quality of the work in relation to
expectations for that band at that level. If a learner completes all they are asked to
do in a band to the highest quality that could be expected for that band at that
level, they can be awarded the full marks for that band.

Grading is completely separate for each assessment focus - that is, a learner can get
band 3 on one assessment focus, band 1 on another etc. All band marks are then
added together for the unit total. It may be possible, depending on weighting of
each assessment focus, for a learner to pass a unit even if 0 has been given for one
assessment focus in the unit.

It should be noted that mark band 1 has approximately 40% of the total marks
available for a unit and mark bands 2 and 3 together the remaining 60%.

Assessment at Level 3

At Level 3 learners will be expected to:
e apply knowledge and skills in a range of complex activities,
o demonstrate comprehension of relevant theories

¢ select from a considerable choice of procedures, employing a range of responses
to well defined but often unfamiliar or unpredictable problems
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e operate in a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts using a range of technical
or learning skills

e access and evaluate information independently, analysing information and making
reasoned judgements

e engage in self directed activity with guidance, demonstrating considerable
autonomy, responsibility and commitment

e achieve outcomes within time constraints.

Any comparative terms used within the unit assessment grid should be
contextualised within the limits implied by this level description. Thus, a term such
as ‘restricted range of techniques’ must be understood in the context of a generally
broader expectation of skills development at Level 3 as compared to Level 2.

Owing to the number and variety of the disciplines covered by the Specialised
Diploma in Creative and Media, it is not possible to give more than generic guidance
on the application of the assessment grids for each unit. Centres are strongly advised
to attend Inset events run by Edexcel on this topic.

Level 3, Band 1

¢ Inresearch learners will show flexibility and some initiative, being able to use a
range of different sources. Learners will gather, select and consider relevant
information from their sources and will begin to collate this information, albeit
not very systematically.

e Learners will have a restricted understanding of relevant ideas, some of which
may be theoretical in nature.

e Learners’ knowledge of contexts, processes and relevant creative and media
industries will be detailed but not substantial and will cover a limited area.

e Learners will be able to generate and develop to some degree a number of
relevant and viable ideas for a project. They will be able to assess these ideas
with some reference to the strengths and weaknesses of each.

e Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the
planning or production of work in a number of contexts for the most part with
consistency and with some precision, and will produce records with a good level
of detail documenting their work.

e A range of specialist technology, materials and techniques will be applied with a
specific sense of purpose and some confidence to complex tasks, showing some
proficiency in execution and moderate success in achieving intentions.

e When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to
describe in detail relevant aspects of the work considered and provide an account
of the way they dealt with a given situation with reference to strengths and
weaknesses.

Level 3, Band 2

¢ Inresearch learners will show initiative, being able to use a good range of
different sources. Learners will gather, select and begin to evaluate relevant
information from their sources and will collate it with some care.

e Learners will have a good understanding of relevant ideas, some of which may be
theoretical in nature.
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o Learners’ knowledge of contexts, processes and relevant creative and media
industries will be detailed and substantial, but not extensive.

e Learners will be able to generate and develop with some imagination a number of
viable ideas for a project, and they will be able to assess them with detailed
reference to the strengths and weaknesses of each.

e Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the
planning or production of work in a number of contexts with a high level of
consistency and precision and will produce detailed records documenting their
work.

e A broad range of specialist technology, materials and techniques will be applied
with a clear sense of purpose, confidence and imagination to a range of complex
tasks, showing proficiency in execution and considerable success in achieving
intentions.

¢ When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to
describe in considerable detail relevant aspects of the work considered and
provide an account of the way they dealt with a given situation by evaluating
strengths and weaknesses.

Level 3, Band 3

e In research learners will show initiative and persistence, being able to use the full
range of resources available to them. Learners will gather, select and t evaluate
relevant information and will collate it systematically.

e Learners will have a substantial understanding of relevant ideas, some of which
may be theoretical in nature.

o Learners’ knowledge of contexts, processes and relevant creative and media
industries will be detailed, substantial and extensive.

e Learners will be able to generate, develop and refine a number of imaginative
and viable ideas for a project, thoroughly assessing them with full reference to
the strengths and weaknesses of each.

e Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the
planning or production of work in a number of contexts with a very high level of
consistency and precision and will produce thorough records documenting their
work.

e As full a range of specialist technology, materials and techniques as could be
expected of a Level 3 learner will be applied with a precisely focused sense of
purpose, confidence and considerable imagination to a wide range of complex
tasks. Learners will show high levels of proficiency in execution and success in
achieving intentions.

¢ When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to
describe in considerable detail relevant aspects of the work considered and
provide an account of the way they dealt with a given situation by evaluating
strengths and weaknesses.
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Support and accountability

The degree of support given to individual learners and the extent of accountability
they demonstrate is not simply a matter of level. Level 3 learners are likely to
venture into unfamiliar territory - and indeed should be encouraged to do so. On such
occasions they may need support. However, they should also show increasing
responsibility for their own learning. The National Qualification Framework level
description therefore expects them to ‘engage in self directed activity with
guidance, demonstrating considerable autonomy, responsibility and commitment.’

Learners following a Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media at Level 3 will
develop the ability to act effectively with increasing autonomy. When determining
their mark for certain criteria, the degree to which they require support,
demonstrate accountability for their work and work within time constraints should
be assessed within the general expectation that learners will still, under certain
circumstances, need support at this level.

For further guidance about setting and running internal assessment, please see the
Edexcel Guidance on Control of Internally Assessed Diploma Units.

Personal, learning and thinking skills

Opportunities to develop personal, learning and thinking skills are inherent in this
qualification as the activities which learners will undertake all require, to varying
degrees, research, creativity, team work, self management, self-reflection and
consideration of the social context and impact of what they do and produce. The
development of these skills should be at the centre of any pedagogic approach to this
qualification.

The QCF Unit Summary above references the personal, learning and thinking skills
which are embedded in specific assessment criteria for this unit. By achieving the
criteria, learners will have demonstrated effective application of the referenced
elements of the skill.

Each unit, however, also provides opportunities to address other elements of
personal, learning and thinking skills. These are referenced in the table below.
Teachers should ensure that these opportunities are fully grasped in the teaching of
the unit.

The full range of personal, learning and thinking skills relevant to each unit is
mapped in Annexe C of this document.
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Outcome | Skill
1.2 Independent 4 analyse and evaluate information, judging its relevance
enquirers and value
Creative thinkers 2 ask questions to extend their thinking
5 try out alternatives or new solutions and follow ideas
through
6 adapt ideas as circumstances change
1.3 Creative thinkers 4 question their own and others’ assumptions
6 adapt ideas as circumstances change
1.4 Creative thinkers 2 ask questions to extend their thinking
5 try out alternatives or new solutions and follow ideas
through
Self-managers 1 seek out challenges or new responsibilities and show
flexibility when priorities change
6 respond positively to change, seeking advice and support
when needed
1.5 Reflective learners 4 invite feedback and deal positively with praise, setbacks

and criticism

5 evaluate experiences and learning to inform future
progress

16
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Functional skills

This unit provides opportunities for the development of functional skills at Level 2 as

follows:

ICT - use ICT systems

Activity

Skill

Researching the history of a
particular type of record

Select, interact with and use ICT systems independently for
a complex task to meet a variety of needs

Evaluate the effectiveness of the ICT system they have
used

Organising information gathered
from research into files and
folders

Manage information storage to enable efficient retrieval

ICT - Find and select information

Activity

Skill

Using research information to
prepare a powerpoint
presentation on chosen type of
record

Select and use a variety of sources of information
independently for a complex task

Access, search for, select and use ICT-based information
and evaluate its fitness for purpose

ICT - Develop, present and communicate information

Using research information to
prepare a powerpoint
presentation on chosen type of
record

Individuals can enter, develop and format information
independently to suit its meaning and purpose including:

e text and tables
e images
e numbers

e records

Bring together information to suit content and purpose

Present information in ways that are fit for purpose and
audience

Monitoring and reviewing
presentation work

Evaluate the selection and use of ICT tools and facilities
used to present information
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Maths

Activity Skill
Planning, identifying and Understand routine and non-routine problems in a wide
calculating limitations on costs, range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts and situations

materials and time using

. Identify the situation or problem and the mathematical
effective processes

methods needed to tackle it

Select and apply a range of skills to find solutions

Use appropriate checking procedures and evaluate their
effectiveness at each stage

Report on limitations on costs, Interpret and communicate solutions to practical problems
materials and time justifying in familiar and unfamiliar routine contexts and situations

their choices Draw conclusions and provide mathematical justifications

English

Activity Skill

Contributing in group planning Speaking and listening - make a range of contributions to
meetings when organising the discussions and make effective presentations in a wide
creation of a record range of contexts

Writing a final report for Writing - write documents communicating information,
monitoring purposes ideas and opinions effectively and persuasively

Work experience

Examples of work experience placements appropriate to this unit would be: an
artists’ supply shop, a graphic design studio, a media facility studio, a high street
photographers, a local radio or TV station.

Specialist Resources

Resources required by students for the completion of this unit will be dependent on
the disciplines within which they are working. Please see the general statement on
resources in the Introduction to the Level 3 Specialised Diploma in Creative and
Media.
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Unit 2: Show

Principal Learning unit
Level 3
Guided learning hours: 90

Internally assessed
[Assessment of this unit will be approximately 80% coincident

with the learner’s coverage of the content]

About this unit

So you’ve got some brilliant paintings, photographs or sculptures;
your computer generated animation work is groundbreaking; you
and some friends have formed a terrific band, or you’ve put
together the first breakdance performance of Swan Lake. How do
you tell other people about it - how do you show your work to the
world?

In this unit you will

e explore the purposes of exhibiting or staging creative work and
the possibilities it brings

e develop your skills in planning and preparing for the showing of
your work, including marketing and publicity procedures

e present your show and evaluate its effectiveness though
audience responses.

The term ‘show’ can be taken to mean a variety of things. At its
most obvious it means putting on a performance of drama, dance or
music, or presenting art or craft work in a showcase, display or
exhibition. It could also mean a screening, a broadcast or playback
event for audio-visual or audio work, or uploading interactive
material onto the web. You are free to explore the possibilities and
to be as inventive as you can.

The work you show must be created especially for this unit. You
should be aware that the focus of assessment of the unit is on the
process of showing that work rather than the work itself, though
there are some marks available for that work.

In this unit you must bring together two or more of the disciplines as
defined on page xx.
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Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit a learner should:

20

1

g N W N

Understand the principles of showing creative and media work
Be able to contribute to work intended for a particular show
Understand how to market and publicise a show

Know how to set up and run a show

Know how to gather and evaluate audience responses to the show
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What you need to cover

2.1

Understand the
principles of
showing
creative and
media work

Shows are all about presenting and promoting work - in this case,
your own work. Think about what this can mean, and why it is done.
Is it done to show off work, or is it done to show off people? Is an
art exhibition more about the paintings than the artist, and a play
more about the actors than the play? Is street-mime exhibition or
performance? Is an art work which includes real people performance
or exhibition? You should explore the boundaries between these
different types of creative activity and the ways in which they are
displayed to an audience.

You will need to look at examples of the type of show which you
yourself will be putting on. You need to think about locations,
materials and technology and explore the ways they have been or
are being used to show work.

You should talk to people who arrange exhibitions or stage events
and find out what they are trying to achieve and how they achieve
their aims. Try to establish:

e the purpose of their activities and details of their working
practices

e the factors that influence their practice such as audience
expectations, the form and content of work being shown,
legal restraints and financial considerations.

You should look outside your own locality and try to find out what
you can about how they do this sort of thing elsewhere - even in
other countries.

Your investigations should also include research into the ways in
which the staging and exhibiting of work has changed over time. You
should consider:

e why particular practices and techniques were used and the
reasons for their development.

¢ how historical practices can influence contemporary work.
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2.2

22

Be able to
contribute to
work intended

You must produce or help to produce work which is specially
designed to be staged or exhibited. This could take the form of a
short film, a piece of drama, music or dance, a portfolio of

for a particular  photographs, items of clothing or ceramic artefacts.

show

In the process of creating work you should consider at all stages the
manner in which this work is to be shown.

You should:

e research your ideas thoroughly, considering the logistics and
practicalities surrounding your plans

e select appropriate resources considering the possible uses of
technology and media

e follow appropriate procedures and processes in the creation
of your work

e consider relevant industrial working practices, solving
problems as they arise.

Throughout the working process you should be reflecting upon these
matters in relation to what you are producing and actively using
your reflections to inform, shape or modify your work as might be
appropriate.
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2.3  Understand how You need to think about marketing and publicising your show. You
to market and need to consider how you can best reach your target audience,
publicise a show taking into account relevant professional codes of practice and then

plan and implement a campaign. For example you may:

e design promotional materials such as advertisements and flyers
and place them in appropriate contexts

e produce and send out press releases
e set up a website
e organise a viral campaign

e offer inducements (such as reduced charges at certain times).

2.4  Know how to The process of showing your work should be part of the concept of
set up and run a creation. This means that alongside the production of the work to
show be shown, you will also need to consider an appropriate platform to

present your work effectively.

You will need to plan and prepare thoroughly for the showing of the
work you have produced. This should include:

e consideration of the form and nature of the work
e investigating appropriate locations or venues
e considering the nature (and possibly role) of the audience

e taking account of any constraints (for example, legal or
financial)

¢ doing appropriate risk assessments and managing them.

Once you have finalised your plans you will set up your show.
Depending on the way you intend to show the work you must make
your final preparations, getting everything you need together and
any helpers you might need.

You must ensure that you and others work safely at all times and
you must also make sure that you observe any relevant legal
requirements. If you are exhibiting work such as paintings or
sculpture, you must ensure that all such exhibited work is properly
and safely installed.

You will need to ensure that the show runs smoothly and that you
and others work safely, complying with relevant legislation at all
times.

Once the exhibition or event is over you must take it down and
leave the space clean, tidy and as it was before your exhibition or

event.

2.5 Know how to You will need to continually monitor and review your own and the
gather and group’s work throughout the process of setting up your show,
evaluate actively using your reflections to inform, shape or modify the work
audience as might be appropriate. You need to think about such matters as
responses to how you are working, how external factors affect your work, how
the show other people might respond to your work and how they are

represented in it.
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You should keep a log or diary of these reflections.

At the end of the project you must assess the audience’s response
to your show. This could be done, for example, through a
questionnaire, a survey or recorded interviews.

You should investigate the audience’s opinion of the show with
regard to factors such as:

e the content

e the location

e the publicity campaign.

e the general organisation of the event.

When analysing your findings you will need to consider the nature of
your audience and how this impacts on their perceptions of the
show.

You must then use this information to evaluate your show,
commenting on the success of the strategies employed, and
comparing the audience’s responses to your own feelings about your
own and your group’s work.

QCF unit summary

Outcome | Learning Outcome Assessment
N2 The learner will: The learner can:
1 Understand the principles of research and describe methods used by

showing creative and media work practitioners to present their work to

audiences [IE 2, 4]

research and describe how these methods
have developed over a period of time [IE
2, 4]

present conclusions [IE 6]

2.2 Be able to contribute to work contribute to the development of work for
intended for a particular show a show using a range of approaches and
techniques [CT 1]
2.3 Understand how to market and contribute to the development and running
publicise a show of a publicity campaign aimed at a

specified target audience [CT 1; TW 1, 2]

contribute to the design and production of
promotional materials [CT 1; TW 1, 2]

understand appropriate contexts in which
to publicise the event

2.4 Know how to set up and run a show | contribute to the setting up and

management of a show for a specified
target audience [SM 3, 5]

undertake assessments of risks and manage
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them [SM 4]

manage resources to achieve intentions
[SM 2]

manage health and safety procedures [SM
4]

2.5

Know how to gather and evaluate
audience responses to the show

use a range of methods to collect feedback
from a variety of sources [IE 2, 3; RL 4]

describe audience responses to a show
comparing this to their review of their own
and the group’s work [RL 1]
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How you will be assessed

This unit will be assessed by your teachers.
You are likely to be asked to produce, or contribute to the production of:

e a written report or an oral presentation on the principles of showing creative and media
work (learning outcome 1)

o the work which will be shown (learning outcome 2)

¢ a file containing planning documents for a publicity campaign and for the promotional
materials, and the promotional materials (learning outcome 3)

e ashow (learning outcome 4)
e a written report or an oral presentation supported by a file of documentation (learning outcome 5).

All your work must collected together in a process portfolio. Whether you have worked on your
own or in a group for this unit, you must produce an individual portfolio which shows all the
stages of your work. In the case of group work, this portfolio must clearly show your own
contribution to the final outcome, and all group activity must be written up or recorded in
some way individually by you. You must show:

all research

all planning

all production documentation

the monitoring and review process.

Your teachers will give you further information about how you should organise and present
your unit portfolio.
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Guidance for teaching this unit

NB: It is a requirement of the qualification that the work for this unit is
contextualised in relation to a minimum of two disciplines. Guidance on how this can
be done is given below. Edexcel has published an exemplar assignment in the Teacher
Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media which
shows how the unit can be covered in relation to X and Y. Further guidance on how to
contextualise specific disciplines is given in the Indicative Content Statement, also
available in the Teacher Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in
Creative and Media.

Overview

The purpose of this unit is to encourage learners to explore and experiment with the
showing of work and to think about the principles underlying the activity as well as
the physical realities of showing, exhibiting or performing, whether for its own sake
or as a promotional activity. It should also be noted that whilst the focus of this unit
is on the process of presenting and showing work, it also incorporates the creation of
work suitable for showing to others in a way that relates to the work. The showing of
the work should be considered in the creation of the work itself.

In terms of covering disciplines, the unit will automatically enable learners to
combine advertising with whatever discipline their work derives from. Teachers
should, however, encourage learners to explore combinations across the other
discipline areas as freely as possible. There are opportunities to combine dance,
drama and music whilst each one of those could be brought together with audio and
audio visual production in the creation of effects for a live performance, as could, of
course, 2D and 3D visual arts for the provision of sets and props.

Teaching the unit

In working towards achievement of learning outcome 1 learners will heed to explore
methods of presenting creative and media work to an audience. They should, to
begin with, develop some understanding of how this is done across a range of
disciplines, regardless of their individual specialisms. This will give them a broad base
of knowledge upon which to develop their own ideas, and encourage them to think
across the traditional discipline-based ways of showing work.

They will need to explore the methods used and the reasons for showing work to
others. This can be done through individual research, group discussions and first-hand
experience such as viewing live or recorded theatre, dance and music performances,
visiting galleries and exhibitions or experiencing various forms of broadcast media.

For learning outcome 2, learners will need to investigate and apply appropriate
processes in the planning and preparation of work for their show. Teachers may find
the provision of documentation relating to procedures common to particular
specialisms will assist learners in this process. Once the show has been defined,
learners should work on an appropriate contribution to it, in order to meet this
learning outcome.

When approaching learning outcome 3, teachers may find the discussion and analysis
of existing products a useful exercise in raising learner awareness of publicity
techniques. The application of this understanding will be crucial to successfully
meeting this outcome. Learners will need to formulate and carry out a publicity
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campaign on a scale suitable to their activity and they may require some guidance in
doing this.

It should be noted that learning outcome 4 is concerned with the process of staging
or running the show, not with the quality of the show itself. Attention could
profitably be paid here to project management skills and the development of
standard procedures for dealing with an event that will be repeated on a number of
consecutive occasions. Attention should also be paid to health and safety procedures.

To achieve learning outcome 5 learners will need to provide evidence of audiences
responses to their show. Effective qualitative and quantitative results from audience
feedback will be essential in addressing this outcome.

Guidance on assessment of this unit

Designing assessment vehicles

To a great extent the assessment vehicle for this unit is the unit itself. By following
the requirements of the unit learners should automatically produce the necessary
evidence for assessment. The teachers’ responsibility is to ensure that any projects
that learners set up or become involved in enables them to create the necessary
evidence and to achieve the full range of marks.

Evidence for assessment

Centres must ensure that learners produce evidence as follows:

Focus 1: research material and presentation of outcomes for investigation of
methods used by practitioners to present their work to audiences.

Focus 2: all pre-production, production and post-production documentation, all
trials and experiments, and the work to be shown (and a record of it
where appropriate)

Focus 3: all planning documentation for publicity campaign and for production
of materials

finished promotional materials
minutes of planning meetings
Focus 4: risk assessments / contingency plans
teacher observation records for the running of the show

Focus 5: research material and presentation of outcomes for evaluation of the
show.

The learner’s log or journal will contribute to the assessment of all five learning
outcomes, as will tutor observation records.

All physical evidence must be kept in an organised process portfolio for this unit.

Arrangements must be made to record any performance work in some suitable form
and all learners who contributed to such work should have a copy of the recording in
their portfolios.

Copies of teacher observation records should be given to learners to put in their
process portfolios.
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Each process portfolio must contain an authentication sheet signed by the learner
and the person(s) responsible for the assessment, declaring that all work submitted
for assessment is the learner’s own work, carried out under appropriate supervision.

Using the Assessment Grid

When using this grid a ‘best fit’ principle should be adopted - that is, assessors should
match the work being assessed for a given assessment focus to the mark band which
best describes that work overall. They should not adopt a hurdle approach in which
the assessor cannot award marks from a higher band if one requirement from a lower
band has not been satisfied.

If the work matches a band overall, but a requirement from a lower band has not
been met, then the mark awarded can be from the lower end of the band which is
the best fit.

If one aspect of work for an assessment focus matches one requirement in the next
band, but overall the work does not fit that higher band, then the mark awarded can
be from the higher end of the band which is the best fit.

Assessors should also take into account the quality of the work in relation to
expectations for that band at that level. If a learner completes all they are asked to
do in a band to the highest quality that could be expected for that band at that
level, they can be awarded the full marks for that band.

Grading is completely separate for each assessment focus - that is, a learner can get
band 3 on one assessment focus, band 1 on another etc. All band marks are then
added together for the unit total. It may be possible, depending on weighting of
each assessment focus, for a learner to pass a unit even if 0 has been given for one
assessment focus in the unit.

It should be noted that mark band 1 has approximately 40% of the total marks
available for a unit and mark bands 2 and 3 together the remaining 60%.

Assessment at Level 3

At Level 3 learners will be expected to:
o apply knowledge and skills in a range of complex activities,
¢ demonstrate comprehension of relevant theories

e select from a considerable choice of procedures, employing a range of responses
to well defined but often unfamiliar or unpredictable problems

e operate in a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts using a range of technical
or learning skills

e access and evaluate information independently, analysing information and making
reasoned judgements

e engage in self directed activity with guidance, demonstrating considerable
autonomy, responsibility and commitment

e achieve outcomes within time constraints.

Any comparative terms used within the unit assessment grid should be
contextualised within the limits implied by this level description. Thus, a term such
as ‘restricted range of techniques’ must be understood in the context of a generally
broader expectation of skills development at Level 3 as compared to Level 2.
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Owing to the number and variety of the disciplines covered by the Specialised
Diploma in Creative and Media, it is not possible to give more than generic guidance
on the application of the assessment grids for each unit. Centres are strongly advised
to attend Inset events run by Edexcel on this topic.

Level 3, Band 1

In research learners will show flexibility and some initiative, being able to use a
range of different sources. Learners will gather, select and consider relevant
information from their sources and will begin to collate this information, albeit
not very systematically.

Learners’ knowledge of relevant contexts, background and history will be
detailed but not substantial and will cover a limited area.

Learners will have a restricted understanding of relevant ideas, some of which
may be theoretical in nature.

Learners will be able to generate and develop to some degree a number of
relevant and viable ideas for a project. They will be able to assess these ideas
with some reference to the strengths and weaknesses of each.

Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the
planning or production of work in a number of contexts for the most part with
consistency and with some precision, and will produce records with a good level
of detail documenting their work.

A range of specialist technology, materials and techniques will be applied with a
specific sense of purpose and some confidence to complex tasks, showing some
proficiency in execution and moderate success in achieving intentions.

When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to
describe in detail relevant aspects of the work considered and provide an account
of the way they dealt with a given situation with reference to strengths and
weaknesses.

Level 3, Band 2

32

In research learners will show initiative, being able to use a good range of
different sources. Learners will gather, select and begin to evaluate relevant
information from their sources and will collate it with some care.

Learners’ knowledge of relevant contexts, background and history will be
detailed and substantial, but not extensive.

Learners will have a good understanding of relevant ideas, some of which may be
theoretical in nature.

Learners will be able to generate and develop with some imagination a number of
viable ideas for a project, and they will be able to assess them with detailed
reference to the strengths and weaknesses of each.

Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the
planning or production of work in a number of contexts with a high level of
consistency and precision and will produce detailed records documenting their
work.

A broad range of specialist technology, materials and techniques will be applied
with a clear sense of purpose, confidence and imagination to a range of complex
tasks, showing proficiency in execution and considerable success in achieving
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intentions.

¢ When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to
describe in considerable detail relevant aspects of the work considered and
provide an account of the way they dealt with a given situation by evaluating
strengths and weaknesses.

Level 3, Band 3

e In research learners will show initiative and persistence, being able to use the full
range of resources available to them. Learners will gather, select and t evaluate
relevant information and will collate it systematically.

e Learners’ knowledge of relevant contexts, background and history will be
detailed, substantial and extensive.

e Learners will have a substantial understanding of relevant ideas, some of which
may be theoretical in nature.

e Learners will be able to generate, develop and refine a number of imaginative
and viable ideas for a project, thoroughly assessing them with full reference to
the strengths and weaknesses of each.

e Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the
planning or production of work in a number of contexts with a very high level of
consistency and precision and will produce thorough records documenting their
work.

e As full a range of specialist technology, materials and techniques as could be
expected of a Level 3 learner will be applied with a precisely focused sense of
purpose, confidence and considerable imagination to a wide range of complex
tasks. Learners will show high levels of proficiency in execution and success in
achieving intentions.

¢ When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to
describe in considerable detail relevant aspects of the work considered and
provide an account of the way they dealt with a given situation by evaluating
strengths and weaknesses.

Support and accountability

The degree of support given to individual learners and the extent of accountability
they demonstrate is not simply a matter of level. Level 3 learners are likely to
venture into unfamiliar territory - and indeed should be encouraged to do so. On such
occasions they may need support. However, they should also show increasing
responsibility for their own learning. The National Qualification Framework level
description therefore expects them to ‘engage in self directed activity with
guidance, demonstrating considerable autonomy, responsibility and commitment.’

Learners following a Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media at Level 3 will
develop the ability to act effectively with increasing autonomy. When determining
their mark for certain criteria, the degree to which they require support,
demonstrate accountability for their work and work within time constraints should be
assessed within the general expectation that learners will still, under certain
circumstances, need support at this level.

For further guidance about setting and running internal assessment, please see the
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Edexcel Guidance on Control of Internally Assessed Diploma Units.

Personal, learning and thinking skills

Opportunities to develop personal, learning and thinking skills are inherent in this
qualification as the activities which learners will undertake all require, to varying
degrees, research, creativity, team work, self management, self-reflection and
consideration of the social context and impact of what they do and produce. The
development of these skills should be at the centre of any pedagogic approach to this
qualification.

The QCF Unit Summary above references the personal, learning and thinking skills
which are embedded in specific assessment criteria for this unit. By achieving the
criteria, learners will have demonstrated effective application of the referenced
elements of the skill.

Each unit, however, also provides opportunities to address other elements of
personal, learning and thinking skills. These are referenced in the table below.
Teachers should ensure that these opportunities are fully grasped in the teaching of
the unit.

The full range of personal, learning and thinking skills relevant to each unit is
mapped in Annexe C of this document.

Outcome | Skill

2.1 Independent 5 consider the influence of circumstances, beliefs and
enquirers feelings on decisions and events

2.3 Creative thinkers 4 question their own and others’ assumptions

2.4 Self-managers 1 seek out challenges or new responsibilities and show

flexibility when priorities change

6 respond positively to change, seeking advice and support
when needed

2.5 Independent 1 identify questions to answer and problems to resolve
enquirers
Reflective learners 3 review progress, acting on the outcomes

6 communicate their learning in relevant ways for different
audiences

Functional skills

This unit provides opportunities for the development of functional skills at Level 2 as
follows:
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ICT - use ICT systems

Activity

Skill

Researching the history of a form
of performance

Select, interact with and use ICT systems
independently for a complex task to meet a variety of
needs

Evaluate the effectiveness of the ICT system they have
used

Organising and filing information
found

Manage information storage to enable efficient
retrieval

Follow and understand the need for safety and security
practices

Recovering lost or inadvertently Troubleshoot
deleted files

ICT - Find and select information

Activity Skill

Researching the history of a form of
performance

Select and use a variety of sources of information
independently for a complex task

Access, search for, select and use ICT-based
information and evaluate its fitness for purpose

ICT - Develop, present and communicate information

Presenting results of research in the
form of am illustrated Power Point
presentation

Individuals can enter, develop and format information
independently to suit its meaning and purpose
including:

text and tables

e images
e numbers

e records

Bring together information to suit content and purpose

Present information in ways that are fit for purpose and
audience

Evaluate the selection and use of ICT tools and
facilities used to present information

Communicating with other members
of a group engaged in the same
research activity

Select and use ICT to communicate and exchange
information safely, responsibly and effectively
including storage of messages and contact lists
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Maths

Activity

Skill

Working out a budget for a
performance based on projected
income from ticket sales

Understand routine and non-routine problems in a wide
range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts and situations

Identify the situation or problem and the mathematical
methods needed to tackle it

Select and apply a range of skills to find solutions

Use appropriate checking procedures and evaluate their
effectiveness at each stage

Interpret and communicate solutions to practical
problems in familiar and unfamiliar routine contexts
and situations

Draw conclusions and provide mathematical
justifications

English

Activity

Skill

Rehearsing for a performance

Speaking and listening - make a range of contributions
to discussions and make effective presentations in a
wide range of contexts

Researching a form of performance
and presenting results in a written
report

Reading - compare, select, read and understand texts
and use them to gather information, ideas, arguments
and opinions

Writing - write documents communicating information,
ideas and opinions effectively and persuasively

Work experience

Examples of work experience placements appropriate to this unit would be: a
theatre, an arts centre, an art gallery, a shop or department store, an exhibition
company, an events lighting company.

Specialist Resources

Resources required by students for the completion of this unit will be dependent on
the disciplines within which they are working. Please see the general statement on
resources in the Introduction to the Level 3 Specialised Diploma in Creative and

Media.
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Unit 3: Interaction

Principal Learning unit
Level 3
Guided learning hours: 90

Internally assessed
[Assessment of this unit will be approximately 90% coincident

with the learner’s coverage of the content]

About this Unit

You may know that artists, designers, performers and producers
often work with local authorities, communities and groups to
support projects, initiatives and campaigns.

This unit will give you the opportunity to develop work in a social
context. Your work might reflect specific community or minority
group actions and concerns. You could work with a community to
create a music, drama or dance performance, help with a
celebration of an anniversary, produce an exhibition or document
particular aspects of social change.

The main requirement is that you interact with other people - and
not just your mates - to produce your work, and the extent and
quality of that interaction is the key to success for this unit.

Examples could include street theatre, printed banners for a party,
taking photographs or making a programme in an audio or audio-
visual medium about a changing community, writing songs or
performing and arranging a show to mark an occasion, creating an
exhibition about a particular idea, place or time

In this unit you must bring together two or more of the disciplines as
defined on page xx.

Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit a learner should:

1. Be able to identify opportunities for interaction work

gu AN W N

Be able to work in partnership to develop an idea with a common purpose
Be able to work within the constraints that influence interactive work
Be able to produce material that fulfils the intentions of all partners

Understand how own work relates to its historical and contemporary contexts.
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What you need to cover

3.1

3.2

3.3

38

Be able to
identify
opportunities
for interaction
work

Be able to work
in partnership
to develop an
idea with a
common
purpose

Be able to work
within the
constraints that
influence
interactive
work

Wherever you live, in any type of community, there are
opportunities for interaction. You need to:

e explore the cultural diversity in your area (this should include
groups and individuals)

e research possible partners such as charities, healthcare
agencies, youth work bodies, event organisers etc

e generate, research and explore initial ideas for projects.

You then need to determine upon one of these potential partners,
arrange to meet with them and agree to work together.

This stage will need considerable help from your teachers, who may
well facilitate the agreement. However, you will meet your partner
at an early stage and engage in initial discussions with them about
what you would like to do, and what they are willing and able to do
with you. This will move you into stage 2.

To develop a final idea with a partnership for a given project you
will need to:

e understand how communities and individuals have different
needs and be sensitive to those needs

e communicate your ideas, talents and skills to partners and be
part of a free exchange of ideas

e develop a clear direction for the agreed project
e attend meetings and keep records of them

e ensure your working partners share in the development of the
project with you.

You must work within project constraints. This means you must:
¢ show how the resources available will influence your ideas

e recognise financial, time or resources constraints

¢ modify your ideas in response to changing needs

o take health and safety and any other legal or practical constraints
into consideration.
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3.4

3.5

Be able to
produce
material that
fulfils the
intentions of all
partners

Understand how
own work
relates to its
historical and
contemporary
contexts.

The final work must be produced to a standard suitable for the
target audience, and on time.

You should experiment with materials and processes before you
decide on a final direction. You must keep notes and other evidence
that will demonstrates this.

You will need to monitor your work and working processes regularly
with your teachers and working partners to ensure you are working
toward the agreed goal, and must actively use these discussions to
inform, shape or modify your work as might be appropriate. You
must keep records of this process.

Your work will be part of a continuum of similar work. You need to
be able to show how what you have done relates to other social and
community-based activity, both past and present, in the area where
you are working. Depending on where you live and the kind of work
you have done, you can focus on the wider community or a smaller
section of it.

Whist developing your ideas and working on them you will come
across similar projects that have taken place recently. You need to
take careful note of these, and do all you can to find out:

e who was involved
¢ what the aims of the project were
e how successful it was.

You will also need to use archive and library materials to research
and explore earlier examples of interaction work in your chosen
community.

You must present the results of this research in an appropriate
format to be agreed with your tutors. This could be, for example, a
written report, a class presentation, or a blog.
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QCF unit summary

Outcome | Learning Outcome Assessment
NITErET The learner will: The learner can:
3.1 be able to identify opportunities o research local cultural diversity [IE 3]

for interaction work . .
e research relevant agencies as possible

partners for interaction work [IE 2, 4]

e generate and explore initial ideas for
interaction work [CT 1]

3.2 be able to work in partnership to e work with partners to develop an idea
develop an idea with a common for creative interactive work, showing
purpose sensitivity to and understanding of the

needs of groups or individuals [CT 3; TW
1, 4; EP 1]

e communicate ideas persuasively to
partners [EP 2]

e develop an agreed project proposal [EP

3]
3.3 be able to work within the e manage the financial, legal and
constraints that influence practical constraints which influence
interactive work interactive work [SM 5]
3.4 be able to produce material that e work with others to produce material

fulfils the intentions of all partners for a common partnership goal [TW 1, 2]

e use appropriate management and
monitoring procedures [SM 3, 6; RL 2, 3]

e modify and adapt work when need
arises [CT 6; SM 1]

3.5 understand how own work relates | e research and analyse similarities and
to its historical and contemporary differences between own interactive
contexts work and past and current practice [IE

2,3,4]

e present conclusions effectively [IE 6]
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How you will be assessed

You will be assessed on everything you do for this unit. You must therefore keep careful notes
of all your ideas, plans, and decisions, and records of all meetings you attend, as well as
anything you produce (or a record of it) and any documentation you create in the process of
producing it.

All this material must be kept in a process portfolio which shows all the stages of your work.
The portfolio must clearly show your own contribution to the final outcome of any group work
you are involved in, and all group activity must be written up or recorded in some way
individually by you.

In order to be assesed for the unit you must have in your process portfolio:

e your research plan and research material for investigating possible partners for interactive
work, along with minutes of initial meetings with partners or prospective partners
(learning outcome 1)

¢ minutes of all meetings with your partners (learning outcome 2)
o all pre-production documentation (learning outcome 3)

¢ all production documentation, all trials and experiments, and the final piece of work, or a
record of it (learning outcome 4)

e your research plan and research material for investigating the historical and contemporary
context of your interactive work and the presentation of your results in an appropriate
format (learning outcome 5).

You must also keep a log or journal which contains notes, ideas, reflections upon your work,
and reasons for decisions; this journal will contribute to the assessment of all five learning
outcomes.

Your tutors will also keep formal records of observations on your work, and these records will
contribute to the assessment of all learning outcomes. You will be given copies of the records
to keep in your portfolio.

Your tutors will give you further advice on what work you must complete and what each
section of the process portfolio should contain.

Edexcel Diploma Level 3 Principal Learning in Creative and Media - Draft 1 - © Edexcel Limited 2007 41



/007 PaWILT 199X3p3 @ - | 1jeI( - BIPAW pue aA1jeal) ul SutuleaT jediduLld € 19As7 ewoidiq 192xap3

[44

panuijuod
0L-8 L-G V-1 oL

YJOM 3A13DRIIUL

“MIom acuanyul

")JOM 3AL3DRISIUL 3dUAN UL "JOM SAL3DRISIUL SDUSNJUL YDIYM |  SALIDRISIUL 3DUSNJJUL YDLYM SIULRIISUOD Jey) sjuLesIsuod

UoLym s3utesuod jediydeld pue | sjutesisuod jedtoeld pue jesa) ‘jeloueuty Jeon3oeud pue |e8a) ‘jeldueuly ay)y ay3 uLym

1e8a) ‘Jeloueuly ayy saSeuew AjuatoLyyl 33 uLylIm 1Jed Jsow ay) Joj SYIOM | ULYIM YJom 03 Ajtdoeded pajtull) @ SMOYS YJom 03 3)qe S|
GL-71 - L 9-1 Gl

*109(04d paaJsde ay3 10} uoL}D3ILP Jed)d
e yum jesodoud ysnouoy) e sdoyaaa(q
*Spew

9q 0} ssa4504d poog Sutjqeus AjLie)d
YIM sJaulied 03 seapl s93edtunwwo)
YI0M

SAL1}DRIDUL DALJRIID IO BSPL DAL}RAOUUL
ue dojaAap 01 ‘sjenplALpul pue

sdnoJ3 Jo spaau ay3 Jo Sulpuelsiapun
pue 03 AJLALILSUSS 1RaUG BULMOYS
‘sdiystaulied aA1329440 AIaA sdojana(q

*109(0ud paaJse ay3 10)

1te3ap awos Yyim jesodoud e sdojaaag
*$s21504d moye 03 sJaulied

03 A)3Ua1D1}JNS SeSPL SIJedUNWWO?)
"YJOM SAL}DRIDIUL

9A13e3UD 10} B3Pl dALRULGRW!

ue $s920Nns awos yim dojaasp

0] ‘sjenplalput Jo sdnoJs jo spasu

ay3] Jo Bulpueisiapun pue 03 AJALILSUDS
suimoys ssaulsed yym A)aso)d syJom

*109[0ud pasuge

ay1 Joy jesodoud aulino ue sdojaaaq
"JUSIXS pajiwl]

e 0} suoulJed 03] Sespl Sa}edUNWWO?)
*YJOM SALIDRIDIUL DALIRDID

10} eapl psemliojiysiesys e dojoaap

0] ‘sjenplalput Jo sdnoJs jo spasu

9Y3 Jo Sulpue)siapun pue 03 AJALISUDS
awos SuIMoys siauled YiLm SYIOM

asodund

UOWIWOD © YIM
eapl ue dojoAap
01 dysiaulied

uL ¥JOM 03 9\qe S|

0oL -8

*K11SIDALP 1RINJIND JBD0) Sa401dXD AN} e
)JOM UOL]1DRIDJUL 1O SBSPL DAL}RAOUUL
sal01dxa AN} pue $91eISUDS e
3JOM uOl1}DeIUL
Jo} siauied a)qissod jo a5uel
SPIM e sal101dxa AN pue SaLjluspL e
1UDIYM ydJeasal
PasND0}-119M pue SALSUIIXS SaYeIIapu

L-G
*KJ1SI9ALP
1e4n1)nd 1ed0] salojdxa Aj)njoied e
3JOM uOl1}DRIUL
10} Seapl 9)\gelA uoljeutsewl
SWOS YIIM $2101dXD pue s9]1elauasd e
3JOM uOl1}DeIUL
Jo} siauied a)qissod jo asuel
e $2401dx2 A))njaJed pue salljusplL e
:UdIYM pue ‘uol3da)as
UL 1]1S SMOYS pue s324nos Jo a8uel
pO08 B S3sSN YdLYM YdJeasal sayelapun

V-1

*)JOM UOo1}DRISIUL I0}J
Seapl JellLul JO Jaquinu Jjews e JuaIxa
pajlwl) e 0] saJo)dxa pue S21elauas e
YJOM UOL}DRISIUL 10} SalDUSFe
JUBAS)3J JO JaQUINU JjeWS B JUIIX
pajlwl) e 03 saJo)dxa pue Saljljuapl e
KJISISALP JRINYIND
]e20) JUSIXa pajiwl) e 0} salo)dxs e
1YDIYM yDJeasal
JueAd)al Ayjellied ‘pajiwil) sayelapun

ol

*}4OM UuoL}DRISIUL
Jo} sanjtunjioddo
Ayuapt 03 d)qe s|

€ pueg

Z pueg

| pueg

SNJ0J JUSWISSOSSY

PLID JUSWISSISSY



&

/007 Pa1LWi] 199%ap3 @ - | 4eiQ - BIPAW pue aAljeal) ul sutulesT jediulld € 19Aa7 ewoydiq 192xap3

0l -8
*SUOLSN]OU0d
110ddns 03 92U3pLAD puUNOS Suisn
‘92130e4d JUa.LIND pue Jsed pue }Io0M
9A11DRISIUL UMO US9MID(Q SIDUDIDJIP
pue sallLIe)LWLS |1e1ap Ul sasAjeuy

*$92.1N0S Jo asuel
11N} B WOJ} PIALISP JelIalew yoieasal
Pasnd0j-]]9M pue aAISUIIXS S3ONPo.Id

*32170e4d JUa14ND pue
15ed pue YJOM 3A11DRISIUL UMO U33MI]
S3DUSJ34JIp pue saljLie)lwls sutejdx3

"UOL}D3)3S UL ]S SWOS SuImMoys
‘s921N0S JO aSuel pooS e Wol) PaALISp
JeLIajewW YoJeasal JueAd)ad SaoNpoid

*3211004d JUa1IND pue
15ed pue YJOM 3A11DRI3IUL UMO U93MI]
S3DUSJ24JIp pue S3lILIR)LWIS S3LJ1IUap|

"|elialew youeasal
JueAd)al Ayjelried ‘pajiwl) sadnpo.ud

ol

*SIX91U0D
Aesodwajuod

pue 1esLio3sLy Sit 03
S9]e)aJ %JOM UMO
MOY puelsiapun

GL-1l
"S9SLIR PaU Uaym
%JOM 03 SUOLIRDLILPOW DAL SINRW

*asodund

JO 9suas as1a.d e pue Adua3sISUOD

JO S19A9] YSIY YIM spiepuels

ys1y 03 suolualul 114Ny 03 ‘saunpadold
suLlojluow suipn)dul ‘saydeoldde
91eLidoudde sasn AjpuapLiuod)

*SJULRJIISUOD SWILY ULYIM
1208 diysiauiied uowwod e 1o} jeLiajew
dAL3RAOUUL pUR paystidwodde saonpo.d

-4

"sasLIe pasu
USUM JOM AJLpow 03 SSaUSUL)IM SMOYS

*SS920NS

9]qeJISPISUOD YILM SUOLIUDIUL DASLYDR
0} 9sod.und Jo 9suUas SWOS pue $$332NS
WOoS YIM ‘saunpadold Suriojluow
sulpn)pul ‘sayoeoldde ajeridoidde sasn

*SIULRJIISUOD SWILY ULYIM
1e08 diysiauiied uowwod e 1o} jeLiajew
dAleuUlSewWw!L pue jualdjoid sadnpold

9-1

‘SosLie poau Uaym
som Ajipow 01 A311iqe paliwL) SMOYS

*fouadiyoud
SWoOoSs YIM ‘saunpadold Suriojluow
sulpn)pul ‘sayoeoldde ajeridoidde sasn

"suoljuajul
S)ny Aneraed yoym jeos diysiaulaed
UOWWOD € 10} JeLidjew sadnpold

Gl

sioulied e

JO suoljualuL ay3
S|LJN4 Jeyl jeusiew
2onpo.d 03 9)qe §|

€ pueg

T pueg

| pueg

SNJ0J JULSWISSOSSY




Guidance for teaching this unit

NB: It is a requirement of the qualification that the work for this unit is contextualised in
relation to a minimum of two disciplines. Guidance on how this can be done is given below.
Edexcel has published an exemplar assignment in the Teacher Support Material for the
Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media which shows how the unit can be covered
in relation to X and Y. Further guidance on how to contextualise specific disciplines is given in
the Indicative Content Statement, also available in the Teacher Support Material for the
Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media.

Overview

This unit requires students to develop work in partnership with and for other communities and
individuals. A significant number of examples of community-based work exist in all creative
and media sectors. In the visual arts they include murals, exhibitions of local landscape
paintings, sculpture parks, graphic design for posters, brochures and websites for community
groups and organisations. These may be installation work or site-specific art. Examples in
design include planning and running fashion shows, re-designing specific spaces and places for
play, organising performance and social activity, creating tactile and sensory stimulus
environments.

Performance art includes issue-based, political, social and historical drama, dance, puppetry,
mime and physical theatre. Media examples include photographs, programmes or feature
packages for radio, videos documenting local issues and events, community newspapers, blogs,
websites or ‘wikis’.

Health and safety must be paramount throughout the unit and other legal constraints must be
borne in mind at all times, such as public liability, indemnity and insurance.

Teaching the unit

The teacher’s role in this unit is very much that of a facilitator. It may be necessary for
centres to do some of the initial groundwork with potential partners for the learners to work
with and to set up the parameters of the project, but after that, learners should be very much
encouraged to stand on their own feet. They should still, for instance, research the potential
partners for themselves to find out what kinds of work are possible with each one. They can
also, of course, be encouraged to look beyond what the centre might have already initiated,
though here centres will have to be mindful of their responsibilities to learners.

It is also worth noting that there is little skills development to do in this unit, as learners
should be using skills they have developed already. However, teachers should be ready to
respond to group or individual needs to develop skills where learners whish to extend
themselves, or move into unfamiliar territory.

For learning outcome 1, teachers could encourage learners to explore and consider issue-
based activities; this is likely to encourage and highlight contact with the local community.
This may best be done in partnership with other agencies, such as Child Line, Children In Need
or Age Concern. Other educational establishments and centres might also be considered.

Teachers should introduce as many examples as possible of work produced in a social and
community context. For example, videos and plays based on contemporary social issues, such
as homelessness, drug and alcohol abuse and under age pregnancy may arise from close
partnerships between artists and communities. Documentary photography, touring educational
theatre and workshops are also good examples.

It is expected that when learners are working on learning outcome 2, teachers may broker
initial meetings with partners, but it is equally important that learners feel confident to
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initiate their own contacts. Examples might include local authority public art programmes,
street festivals, community celebrations, tributes to local personalities and characters or
special events, such as kite festivals and New Year celebrations.

Local contemporary arts centres and multi-purpose arts venues are places where working
professionals often interact with the community in the commissioning and development of
interaction work. These may provide help and guidance in the early stages of project
development.

Teachers may invite outside professionals who have been involved with local and regional arts
bodies who can talk through case studies and suggest possible ideas for projects. Learners
should be encouraged to undertake research and development of their own ideas, arising from
personal experience and local knowledge, clearly identifying common constraints an those
which are relevant to their own project in order to satisfy learning outcome 3.

While planning and producing work for learning outcome 4, teachers must guide learners in
the keeping of minutes or other records of meetings, planning activities and preparation of
budgets. This should begin as soon as planning commences so learners will have material to
refer to when working on learning outcome 5 to relate that work to wider contexts.

Guidance on assessment of this unit

Designing assessment vehicles

To a great extent the assessment vehicle for this unit is the unit itself. By following the
requirements of the unit learners should automatically produce the necessary evidence for
assessment. The teachers’ responsibility is to ensure that any project that learners set up or
become involved in enables them to create the necessary evidence and to achieve the full
range of marks.

Evidence for assessment

Centres must ensure that learners produce evidence as follows:

Focus 1: research plan and research material for investigating possible partners for
interactive work, along with minutes of initial meetings with partners or
prospective partners.

Focus 2: minutes of all meetings with partners.
Focus 3: all pre-production documentation.
Focus 4: all production documentation, all trials and experiments, and the final piece of

work, or a record of it.

Focus 5: research plan and research material for investigating the historical and
contemporary context of the interactive work and the presentation of results in
an appropriate format.

The learner’s log or journal will contribute to the assessment of all five learning outcomes, as
will tutor observation records.

All physical evidence must be kept in an organised process portfolio for this unit.

Arrangements must be made to record any performance work in some suitable form and all
learners who contributed to such work should have a copy of the recording in their portfolios.

Copies of teacher observation records should be given to learners to put in their process
portfolios.
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Each process portfolio must contain an authentication sheet signed by the learner and the
person(s) responsible for the assessment, declaring that all work submitted for assessment is
the learner’s own work, carried out under appropriate supervision.

Using the Assessment Grid

When using this grid a ‘best fit’ principle should be adopted - that is, assessors should match
the work being assessed for a given assessment focus to the mark band which best describes
that work overall. They should not adopt a hurdle approach in which the assessor cannot
award marks from a higher band if one requirement from a lower band has not been satisfied.

If the work matches a band overall, but a requirement from a lower band has not been met,
then the mark awarded can be from the lower end of the band which is the best fit.

If one aspect of work for an assessment focus matches one requirement in the next band, but
overall the work does not fit that higher band, then the mark awarded can be from the higher
end of the band which is the best fit.

Assessors should also take into account the quality of the work in relation to expectations for
that band at that level. If a learner completes all they are asked to do in a band to the highest
quality that could be expected for that band at that level, they can be awarded the full marks
for that band.

Grading is completely separate for each assessment focus - that is, a learner can get band 3 on
one assessment focus, band 1 on another etc. All band marks are then added together for the
unit total. It may be possible, depending on weighting of each assessment focus, for a learner
to pass a unit even if 0 has been given for one assessment focus in the unit.

It should be noted that mark band 1 has approximately 40% of the total marks available for a
unit and mark bands 2 and 3 together the remaining 60%.

Assessment at Level 3

At Level 3 learners will be expected to:
o apply knowledge and skills in a range of complex activities,
e demonstrate comprehension of relevant theories

¢ select from a considerable choice of procedures, employing a range of responses to well
defined but often unfamiliar or unpredictable problems

e operate in a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts using a range of technical or
learning skills

e access and evaluate information independently, analysing information and making
reasoned judgements

e engage in self directed activity with guidance, demonstrating considerable autonomy,
responsibility and commitment

e achieve outcomes within time constraints.

Any comparative terms used within the unit assessment grid should be contextualised within
the limits implied by this level description. Thus, a term such as ‘restricted range of
techniques’ must be understood in the context of a generally broader expectation of skills
development at Level 3 as compared to Level 2.

Owing to the number and variety of the disciplines covered by the Specialised Diploma in
Creative and Media, it is not possible to give more than generic guidance on the application of
the assessment grids for each unit. Centres are strongly advised to attend Inset events run by
Edexcel on this topic.
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Level 3, Band 1

In research learners will show flexibility and some initiative, being able to use a range of
different sources. Learners will gather, select and consider relevant information from their
sources and will begin to collate this information, albeit not very systematically.

Learners’ knowledge of relevant contexts, background and history will be detailed but not
substantial and will cover a limited area.

Learners will have a restricted understanding of relevant ideas, some of which may be
theoretical in nature.

Learners will be able to generate and develop to some degree a number of relevant and
viable ideas for a project. They will be able to assess these ideas with some reference to
the strengths and weaknesses of each.

Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the planning or
production of work in a number of contexts for the most part with consistency and with
some precision, and will produce records with a good level of detail documenting their
work.

A range of specialist technology, materials and techniques will be applied with a specific
sense of purpose and some confidence to complex tasks, showing some proficiency in
execution and moderate success in achieving intentions.

When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to describe in
detail relevant aspects of the work considered and provide an account of the way they
dealt with a given situation with reference to strengths and weaknesses.

Level 3, Band 2

In research learners will show initiative, being able to use a good range of different
sources. Learners will gather, select and begin to evaluate relevant information from their
sources and will collate it with some care.

Learners’ knowledge of relevant contexts, background and history will be detailed and
substantial, but not extensive.

Learners will have a good understanding of relevant ideas, some of which may be
theoretical in nature.

Learners will be able to generate and develop with some imagination a number of viable
ideas for a project, and they will be able to assess them with detailed reference to the
strengths and weaknesses of each.

Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the planning or
production of work in a number of contexts with a high level of consistency and precision
and will produce detailed records documenting their work.

A broad range of specialist technology, materials and techniques will be applied with a
clear sense of purpose, confidence and imagination to a range of complex tasks, showing
proficiency in execution and considerable success in achieving intentions.

When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to describe in
considerable detail relevant aspects of the work considered and provide an account of the
way they dealt with a given situation by evaluating strengths and weaknesses.

Level 3, Band 3
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In research learners will show initiative and persistence, being able to use the full range of
resources available to them. Learners will gather, select and t evaluate relevant
information and will collate it systematically.
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e Learners’ knowledge of relevant contexts, background and history will be detailed,
substantial and extensive.

o Learners will have a substantial understanding of relevant ideas, some of which may be
theoretical in nature.

o Learners will be able to generate, develop and refine a number of imaginative and viable
ideas for a project, thoroughly assessing them with full reference to the strengths and
weaknesses of each.

e Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the planning or
production of work in a number of contexts with a very high level of consistency and
precision and will produce thorough records documenting their work.

e As full a range of specialist technology, materials and techniques as could be expected of a
Level 3 learner will be applied with a precisely focused sense of purpose, confidence and
considerable imagination to a wide range of complex tasks. Learners will show high levels
of proficiency in execution and success in achieving intentions.

¢ When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to describe in
considerable detail relevant aspects of the work considered and provide an account of the
way they dealt with a given situation by evaluating strengths and weaknesses.

Support and accountability

The degree of support given to individual learners and the extent of accountability they
demonstrate is not simply a matter of level. Level 3 learners are likely to venture into
unfamiliar territory - and indeed should be encouraged to do so. On such occasions they may
need support. However, they should also show increasing responsibility for their own learning.
The National Qualification Framework level description therefore expects them to ‘engage in
self directed activity with guidance, demonstrating considerable autonomy, responsibility and
commitment.’

Learners following a Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media at Level 3 will develop the
ability to act effectively with increasing autonomy. When determining their mark for certain
criteria, the degree to which they require support, demonstrate accountability for their work
and work within time constraints should be assessed within the general expectation that
learners will still, under certain circumstances, need support at this level.

For further guidance about setting and running internal assessment, please see the Edexcel
Guidance on Control of Internally Assessed Diploma Units.

Personal, learning and thinking skills - Level 3

Opportunities to develop personal, learning and thinking skills are inherent in this qualification
as the activities which learners will undertake all require, to varying degrees, research,
creativity, team work, self management, self-reflection and consideration of the social
context and impact of what they do and produce. The development of these skills should be at
the centre of any pedagogic approach to this qualification.

The QCF Unit Summary above references the personal, learning and thinking skills which are
embedded in specific assessment criteria for this unit. By achieving the criteria, learners will
have demonstrated effective application of the referenced elements of the skill.

Each unit, however, also provides opportunities to address other elements of personal,
learning and thinking skills. These are referenced in the table below. Teachers should ensure
that these opportunities are fully grasped in the teaching of the unit.
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The full range of personal, learning and thinking skills relevant to each unit is mapped in
Annexe C of this document.

Outcome | Skill
3.1 Independent 5 consider the influence of circumstances, beliefs and
enquirers feelings on decisions and events
3.2 Creative thinkers 2 ask questions to extend their thinking
Team workers 2 reach agreements, managing discussions to achieve results
3 adapt behaviour to suit different roles and situations
Effective 4 identify improvements that would benefit others as well as
participators themselves
5 try to influence others, negotiating and balancing diverse
views to reach workable solutions
3.3 Creative thinkers 5 try out alternatives or new solutions and follow ideas
through
6 adapt ideas as circumstances change
3.4 Creative thinkers 5 try out alternatives or new solutions and follow ideas
through
Reflective learners 4 invite feedback and deal positively with praise, setbacks
and criticism
Team workers 3 adapt behaviour to suit different roles and situations
4 show fairness and consideration to others
5 take responsibility, showing confidence in themselves and
their contribution
6 provide constructive support and feedback to others
Self-managers 5 deal with competing pressures, including personal and
work-related demands
6 respond positively to change, seeking advice and support
when needed
3.5 Independent 1 identify questions to answer and problems to resolve
enquirers

5 consider the influence of circumstances, beliefs and
feelings on decisions and events

Functional skills at Level 2

This unit provides opportunities for the development of functional skills at Level 2 as follows:

ICT - use ICT systems

Activity

Skill

Constructing a website as part of

Select, interact with and use ICT systems
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an interactive project

independently for a complex task to meet a variety of
needs

Evaluate the effectiveness of the ICT system they have
used

Gathering content for the website

Manage information storage to enable efficient
retrieval

Follow and understand the need for safety and security
practices

Recovering lost or inadvertently Troubleshoot
deleted files

ICT - Find and select information

Activity Skill

Researching the history of a form of
performance

Select and use a variety of sources of information
independently for a complex task

Access, search for, select and use ICT-based
information and evaluate its fitness for purpose

ICT - Develop, present and communicate information

Presenting results of research in the
form of am illustrated Power Point
presentation

Individuals can enter, develop and format information
independently to suit its meaning and purpose
including:

e text and tables
e images
e numbers

e records

Bring together information to suit content and purpose

Present information in ways that are fit for purpose and
audience

Evaluate the selection and use of ICT tools and
facilities used to present information

Communicating with other members
of a group engaged in the same
research activity

Select and use ICT to communicate and exchange
information safely, responsibly and effectively
including storage of messages and contact lists

Maths

Activity

Skill

Working out a budget for a
performance based on projected
income from ticket sales

Understand routine and non-routine problems in a wide
range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts and situations

Identify the situation or problem and the mathematical
methods needed to tackle it

Select and apply a range of skills to find solutions

Use appropriate checking procedures and evaluate their
effectiveness at each stage
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Interpret and communicate solutions to practical
problems in familiar and unfamiliar routine contexts
and situations

Draw conclusions and provide mathematical

justifications
English
Activity Skill
Rehearsing for a performance Speaking and listening - make a range of contributions

to discussions and make effective presentations in a
wide range of contexts

Rezear‘:h‘.ng‘a form lof performance | Reading - compare, select, read and understand texts
i:: OFr’tresentmg results in a written and use them to gather information, ideas, arguments
P and opinions

Writing - write documents communicating information,
ideas and opinions effectively and persuasively

Work experience

Examples of work experience placements appropriate to this unit would be: a theatre, an arts
centre, an art gallery, a shop or department store, an exhibition company, an events lighting
company.

Specialist Resources

Resources required by students for the completion of this unit will be dependent on the
disciplines within which they are working. Please see the general statement on resources in
the Introduction to the Level 3 Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media.
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Unit 4: Commission

Principal Learning unit
Level 3
Guided learning hours: 90

Internally assessed
[Assessment of this unit will be approximately 90% coincident

with the learner’s coverage of the content]

About this Unit

Do you want to be paid to do work in the creative and media
industries? A lot of this work is produced in response to a
commission. For example, a graphic artist might be commissioned
by a publisher to produce illustrations for a book on first aid, a
musician might be commissioned by a radio station to write a
number of jingles which it will use between and during programmes,
or a dancer might be commissioned to choreograph and perform a
dance sequence for a television drama, documentary or a music
video. In the theatre sets, sound, lighting, costume and props can
all be designed to a detailed commission in what is called a brief.

Commissions are a vital source of income. It is therefore important
for any kind of creative or media person to have the skills needed to
work to a commission. This means being able to:

¢ find out exactly what is required by the client (the client is the
person who gives you the commission)

e come up with suitable creative ideas to achieve what is
required

e produce an outcome that will satisfy the client
e estimate accurately how much it will all cost

e review your work and working practices in order to learn from
each commission undertaken.

In this unit you will be given a commission and will work with the
client to produce a suitable outcome.

In this unit you may focus on one of the disciplines as defined on
page xx.
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Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit a learner should:

1

g N W N

Know how to work with a client to develop a proposal in response to a commission
Understand the importance of the target audience when considering a commission
Be able to use materials, technologies and techniques to fulfil a commission

Be able to manage the production process to fulfil a commission

Understand how completed commissions might further a career in a relevant sector
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What you need to cover

4.1

4.2

4.3

54

Know how to
work with a
client to
develop a
proposal in
response to a
commission

Understand the
importance of
the audience
when
considering a
commission

Be able to use
materials,
technologies
and techniques
to fulfil a
commission

The first stage of working to a commission involves meeting the
client and developing a good relationship. You need to be able to
find out exactly what the client wants. You then need to do some
research which will help you come up some creative and workable
ideas to put to your client. The client will choose an idea, and you
will then develop it into a final proposal.

You will need to work to a budget. This may be given to you by the
client. You will need to be able to cost your proposal accurately and
within the budget you are given.

In order to come up with ideas you will need to think creatively -
that is, be able to:

» generate ideas and explore possibilities
» ask questions to extend your thinking

» make connections between your own and other people’s ideas
and experiences in inventive ways

« try out alternatives or new solutions and follow ideas through

» adapt ideas as circumstances change.

Understanding the audience for your work is as important as
understanding what your client wants.

You need to be aware of the nature of the audience aimed at and
the different groups that make it. You need to consider how your
product is likely to be received by this intended audience - how they
might react to its content.

You also need to think about how familiar your audience is with the
technologies you are using and adapt the way you are using those
technologies accordingly.

You will need to understand the materials, processes and
technologies - traditional and new - necessary for fulfilling a
commission in the discipline in which you have chosen to work.

You will need to demonstrate a good grasp of the skills and
techniques needed to use these materials and technologies, as well
as a good understanding of the discipline in which you are working.

You must demonstrate safe working practices in the use of materials
and technology at all times.
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4.4 Beableto
manage the
production
process to fulfil
a commission

4.5 Understand how
completed
commissions
might further a
career in the
creative and
media sectors

You will need to show you can manage the production process. This
means:

e understanding and following relevant production management
procedures (these will depend on the discipline in which you
are working)

e understanding and following industry protocols where relevant
(including the law relating to intellectual property rights)

¢ being inventive and flexible in dealing with problems

e communicating effectively with your client and those you are
working with

e constantly monitoring work and working practices and actively
using this process to inform, shape or modify your work as might
be appropriate.

e completing all work to deadlines and within budget

e working at all times in such a way as to protect the health and
safety of yourself, those you are working with and the general
public.

In the creative and media world it is often the case that your last
piece of work is the most important one. You must, therefore, learn
how to get the maximum benefit from each piece of work.

You need to learn how to assess your own work and weigh up what is
good about it and what is not so good, actively using your
reflections to inform, shape or modify your work as might be
appropriate. More importantly, you need to be able to get an
accurate idea of what other people think of your work, as it’s what
other people think that really matters when it comes to the next
job.

This means you need to be able to reflect on your own work
effectively, and that involves:

e keeping a log of work done

o reflecting critically on each stage of the process, and acting on
the outcomes

¢ thinking about the reasons behind problems and successes

¢ setting goals with success criteria

¢ inviting feedback and dealing positively with praise, setbacks and
criticism

¢ evaluating your experiences and what you have learnt in order to
inform future progress.

You also need to think about how you can get potential new clients
to see the work, bearing in mind that the client may well own the
work you have produced.
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QCF unit summary

Outcome | Learning Outcome Assessment
NITErET The learner will: The learner can:
4.1 know how to work with a client to | develop a relationship with a client [TW 1,
develop a proposal in response to a | 2]
commission grasp a brief
generate and research ideas for fulfilling
the brief [CT 1, 2]
produce a proposal and budget
4.2 understand the importance of the | understand the target audience when
target audience when considering | producing ideas to fulfil a commission
a commission consider the target audience’s relationship
to the technology/techniques to be used
[CT 3]
4.3 be able to use materials, use materials, technologies and techniques
technologies and techniques to in fulfilling a commission
fulfil a commission understand the discipline chosen to work
in
4.4 be able to manage the production | manage the production process [SM 2, 3]
process to fulfil a commission achieve creative intentions
maintain communication with client [TW
1]
monitor work and working practices, using
this process to inform or modify work [RL
2,3]
manage health and safety procedures, and
industry and legal protocols [SM 4]
4.5 understand how completed use a range of methods to collect feedback

commissions might further a
career in a relevant sector

from a variety of sources and review
responses to the completed commission [IE
2, 3; RL 4]

assess strengths and weaknesses and
consider their implications for the future
[RL 1, 5]
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How you will be assessed

Whether you have worked on your own or in a group for this unit, you must produce an
individual process portfolio which shows all the stages of your work. In the case of group work,
this portfolio must clearly show your own contribution to the final outcome, and all group
activity must be written up or recorded in some way individually by you. You must show:

all research

all planning

all production documentation
the final piece of work

the monitoring and review process.

Your teachers will give you further advice on what work you must complete and what each
section of the process portfolio should contain.

[Assessment method is the process portfolio as required by the Subject Criteria. The process
portfolio enables learners to demonstrate their skills, knowledge and understanding in an
applied context, and to demonstrate also the the ‘investigate, plan, produce, review’ cycle of
learning.]
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Guidance for teaching this unit

NB: It is a requirement of the qualification that the work for this unit is
contextualised in relation to a minimum of two disciplines. Guidance on how this can
be done is given below. Edexcel has published an exemplar assignment in the Teacher
Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media which
shows how the unit can be covered in relation to X and Y. Further guidance on how to
contextualise specific disciplines is given in the Indicative Content Statement, also
available in the Teacher Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma in
Creative and Media.

Overview

The first thing to note about this unit is that students must work to a ‘real’
commission. This does not mean it must be for money, but that it must be for an
external client, not someone who is teaching on the course. For example:

e creating marketing materials for their own or another school or college, or for a
parent who owns a business (a course prospectus, a promotional video, a
brochure, or a website, for example)

e creating a set or costumes for a drama or dance performance, or for a television
production

e creating materials to raise awareness about an issue such as bullying
e producing a programme for hospital, student or local voluntary radio

e producing a documentary that follows showcases the work of a college or school
based dance company

e producing a set of portraits of a group of people such as the canteen or cleaning
staff

e devising a Theatre in Education piece on a given theme.

Throughout the unit this experience should be as close to a professional situation as
is possible. Ideally students should work with a real budget, but where this is not
possible realistic costings must be done and students must be aware of what the
project would actually cost in terms of, for instance, resources, personnel costs, and
equipment hire.

Whether students work individually or in a group will depend upon the discipline
within which they work. In some circumstances it would be unrealistic to expect each
student to work to a separate commission. However, some commissions could be
worked on separately by a number of different students - for example, a department
manager might be prepared to act as client to a number of different students who
are all producing portraits of his departmental staff. One student might work in a 2D
visual medium, another in a 3D visual medium, another in video, and another in
sound.

Teaching the unit

A practice-centred approach is required for successful completion of this unit.

Some general introduction should be given to working to a commission - developing
and maintaining a relationship with the client and maintaining communications,
reading a brief, presenting ideas, presenting a budget, dealing with critical feedback
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etc. Regular review sessions should be held with each learner (or group of learners
working on the same commission) to ensure that things are progressing smoothly.

For learning outcome 1, learners should be supported in developing understanding of
how to work with a client, but then they should begin the process, accepting a brief,
planning and pitching a proposal.

In order to meet the requirements for achieving learning outcome 2, the proposal
should reflect the importance of the target audience, and evidence should be
provided of individual learners’ understanding of this. If successful, they should then
move on to fulfil the brief according to the agreed specification.

Learning outcomes 3 and 4 requires learners to exhibit through their own practice a
range of skills involved in working professionally to fulfil a brief. They will need to
demonstrate good self-management and team-working skills. Good self-management
means: seeking out challenges or new responsibilities, showing flexibility when
priorities change, working towards goals, showing initiative, commitment and
perseverance, organising time and resources, prioritising actions, anticipating, taking
and managing risks, and dealing with competing pressures, including personal and
work-related demands.

Learning outcome 5 requires them to show how examples of completed commissions
may be used within a portfolio in a particular style in order to gain future
commissions and contribute to career development.

Where students have worked on a group project it is important that each individual
student has a detailed record of their role in the process for assessment purposes.

Guidance on assessment of this unit

Designing assessment vehicles

The assessment vehicle for this unit will be a commission brief.

The source of the commissions must external to the Diploma in Creative and Media
teaching group. It need not be, however, external to the centre.

Commissions may be initiated by the teaching group, or directly by learners. In either
case, teachers must ensure that any commissions undertaken by a learner will
produce the necessary evidence and provide opportunities to the learner to achieve
the full range of marks.

Evidence for assessment

Centres must ensure that learners produce evidence as follows:

Focus 1: minutes of meetings with client
all notes, sketches, rough drafts etc produced in generating ideas
proposal and budget
records of teacher observation and client feedback

Focus 2: minutes of meetings with client
all notes, sketches, rough drafts etc produced in generating ideas
proposal

records of teacher observation and client feedback
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Foci 3 and 4: the final product
all pre-production, production and post-production documentation
records of teacher observation and client feedback
Focus 5: presentation of summative review
unit log or journal
records of teacher observation and client feedback.

The learner’s log or journal will contribute to the assessment of all five learning
outcomes, as will tutor observation records.

Client feedback should be obtained through standardised procedures (a standard
client feedback form, for example) to ensure that all such evidence is comparable.

All physical evidence must be kept in an organised process portfolio for this unit.

Arrangements must be made to record any ephemeral work (such a a client pitch) in
some suitable form and all learners who contributed to such work should have a copy
of the recording in their portfolios.

Copies of teacher observation records should be given to learners to put in their
process portfolios.

Each process portfolio must contain an authentication sheet signed by the learner
and the person(s) responsible for the assessment, declaring that all work submitted
for assessment is the learner’s own work, carried out under appropriate supervision.

Using the Assessment Grid

When using this grid a ‘best fit’ principle should be adopted - that is, assessors should
match the work being assessed for a given assessment focus to the mark band which
best describes that work overall. They should not adopt a hurdle approach in which
the assessor cannot award marks from a higher band if one requirement from a lower
band has not been satisfied.

If the work matches a band overall, but a requirement from a lower band has not
been met, then the mark awarded can be from the lower end of the band which is
the best fit.

If one aspect of work for an assessment focus matches one requirement in the next
band, but overall the work does not fit that higher band, then the mark awarded can
be from the higher end of the band which is the best fit.

Assessors should also take into account the quality of the work in relation to
expectations for that band at that level. If a learner completes all they are asked to
do in a band to the highest quality that could be expected for that band at that
level, they can be awarded the full marks for that band.

Grading is completely separate for each assessment focus - that is, a learner can get
band 3 on one assessment focus, band 1 on another etc. All band marks are then
added together for the unit total. It may be possible, depending on weighting of
each assessment focus, for a learner to pass a unit even if 0 has been given for one
assessment focus in the unit.

It should be noted that mark band 1 has approximately 40% of the total marks
available for a unit and mark bands 2 and 3 together the remaining 60%.
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Assessment at Level 3

At Level 3 learners will be expected to:
o apply knowledge and skills in a range of complex activities,
¢ demonstrate comprehension of relevant theories

e select from a considerable choice of procedures, employing a range of responses
to well defined but often unfamiliar or unpredictable problems

e operate in a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts using a range of technical
or learning skills

e access and evaluate information independently, analysing information and making
reasoned judgements

e engage in self directed activity with guidance, demonstrating considerable
autonomy, responsibility and commitment

e achieve outcomes within time constraints.

Any comparative terms used within the unit assessment grid should be
contextualised within the limits implied by this level description. Thus, a term such
as ‘restricted range of techniques’ must be understood in the context of a generally
broader expectation of skills development at Level 3 as compared to Level 2.

Owing to the number and variety of the disciplines covered by the Specialised
Diploma in Creative and Media, it is not possible to give more than generic guidance
on the application of the assessment grids for each unit. Centres are strongly advised
to attend Inset events run by Edexcel on this topic.

Level 3, Band 1

e Learners will be able to generate and develop to some degree a number of
relevant and viable ideas for a project. They will be able to assess these ideas
with some reference to the strengths and weaknesses of each.

¢ Inresearch learners will show flexibility and some initiative, being able to use a
range of different sources. Learners will gather, select and consider relevant
information from their sources and will begin to collate this information, albeit
not very systematically.

¢ A range of specialist technology, materials and techniques will be applied with a
specific sense of purpose and some confidence to complex tasks, showing some
proficiency in execution and moderate success in achieving intentions.

e Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the
planning or production of work in a number of contexts for the most part with
consistency and with some precision, and will produce records with a good level
of detail documenting their work.

e Learners will have a restricted understanding of relevant ideas, some of which
may be theoretical in nature.

e Learners’ knowledge of contexts, processes and relevant creative and media
industries will be detailed but not substantial and will cover a limited area.

¢ When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to
describe in detail relevant aspects of the work considered and provide an account
of the way they dealt with a given situation with reference to strengths and
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weaknesses.

Level 3, Band 2

Learners will be able to generate and develop with some imagination a number of
viable ideas for a project, and they will be able to assess them with detailed
reference to the strengths and weaknesses of each.

In research learners will show initiative, being able to use a good range of
different sources. Learners will gather, select and begin to evaluate relevant
information from their sources and will collate it with some care.

A broad range of specialist technology, materials and techniques will be applied
with a clear sense of purpose, confidence and imagination to a range of complex
tasks, showing proficiency in execution and considerable success in achieving
intentions.

Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the
planning or production of work in a number of contexts with a high level of
consistency and precision and will produce detailed records documenting their
work.

Learners will have a good understanding of relevant ideas, some of which may be
theoretical in nature.

Learners’ knowledge of contexts, processes and relevant creative and media
industries will be detailed and substantial, but not extensive.

When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to
describe in considerable detail relevant aspects of the work considered and
provide an account of the way they dealt with a given situation by evaluating
strengths and weaknesses.

Level 3, Band 3

64

Learners will be able to generate, develop and refine a number of imaginative
and viable ideas for a project, thoroughly assessing them with full reference to
the strengths and weaknesses of each.

In research learners will show initiative and persistence, being able to use the full
range of resources available to them. Learners will gather, select and t evaluate
relevant information and will collate it systematically.

As full a range of specialist technology, materials and techniques as could be
expected of a Level 3 learner will be applied with a precisely focused sense of
purpose, confidence and considerable imagination to a wide range of complex
tasks. Learners will show high levels of proficiency in execution and success in
achieving intentions.

Learners will be able to follow both routine and less familiar procedures in the
planning or production of work in a number of contexts with a very high level of
consistency and precision and will produce thorough records documenting their
work.

Learners will have a substantial understanding of relevant ideas, some of which
may be theoretical in nature.

Learners’ knowledge of contexts, processes and relevant creative and media
industries will be detailed, substantial and extensive.

When reviewing and reflecting upon their own work learners will be able to
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describe in considerable detail relevant aspects of the work considered and
provide an account of the way they dealt with a given situation by evaluating
strengths and weaknesses.

Support and accountability

The degree of support given to individual learners and the extent of accountability
they demonstrate is not simply a matter of level. Level 3 learners are likely to
venture into unfamiliar territory - and indeed should be encouraged to do so. On such
occasions they may need support. However, they should also show increasing
responsibility for their own learning. The National Qualification Framework level
description therefore expects them to ‘engage in self directed activity with
guidance, demonstrating considerable autonomy, responsibility and commitment.’

Learners following a Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media at Level 3 will
develop the ability to act effectively with increasing autonomy. When determining
their mark for certain criteria, the degree to which they require support,
demonstrate accountability for their work and work within time constraints should be
assessed within the general expectation that learners will still, under certain
circumstances, need support at this level.

For further guidance about setting and running internal assessment, please see the
Edexcel Guidance on Control of Internally Assessed Diploma Units.

Personal, learning and thinking skills

Opportunities to develop personal, learning and thinking skills are inherent in this
qualification as the activities which learners will undertake all require, to varying
degrees, research, creativity, team work, self management, self-reflection and
consideration of the social context and impact of what they do and produce. The
development of these skills should be at the centre of any pedagogic approach to this
qualification.

The QCF Unit Summary above references the personal, learning and thinking skills
which are embedded in specific assessment criteria for this unit. By achieving the
criteria, learners will have demonstrated effective application of the referenced
elements of the skill.

Each unit, however, also provides opportunities to address other elements of
personal, learning and thinking skills. These are referenced in the table below.
Teachers should ensure that these opportunities are fully grasped in the teaching of
the unit.

The full range of personal, learning and thinking skills relevant to each unit is
mapped in Annexe C of this document.
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Outcome | Skill

4.1 Team workers 3 adapt behaviour to suit different roles and situations
5 take responsibility, showing confidence in themselves and
their contribution

4.4 Reflective learners 1 assess themselves and others, identifying opportunities and
achievements
4 invite feedback and deal positively with praise, setbacks
and criticism

Self-managers 1 seek out challenges or new responsibilities and show

flexibility when priorities change
5 deal with competing pressures, including personal and
work-related demands
6 respond positively to change, seeking advice and support
when needed

4.5 Reflective learners 3 review progress, acting on the outcomes

66
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Functional skills at Level 2

This unit provides opportunities for the development of functional skills at Level 2 as

follows:

ICT - use ICT systems

Activity

Skill

Select, interact with and use ICT systems
independently for a complex task to meet a variety of
needs

Evaluate the effectiveness of the ICT system they have
used

Manage information storage to enable efficient
retrieval

Follow and understand the need for safety and security
practices

Troubleshoot

ICT - Find and select information

Activity

Skill

Select and use a variety of sources of information
independently for a complex task

Access, search for, select and use ICT-based
information and evaluate its fitness for purpose

ICT - Develop, present and communicate information

Individuals can enter, develop and format information
independently to suit its meaning and purpose
including:

e text and tables
e images
e numbers

e records

Bring together information to suit content and purpose

Present information in ways that are fit for purpose and
audience

Evaluate the selection and use of ICT tools and
facilities used to present information

Select and use ICT to communicate and exchange
information safely, responsibly and effectively
including storage of messages and contact lists
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Maths

Activity

Skill

Understand routine and non-routine problems in a wide
range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts and situations

Identify the situation or problem and the mathematical
methods needed to tackle it

Select and apply a range of skills to find solutions

Use appropriate checking procedures and evaluate their
effectiveness at each stage

Interpret and communicate solutions to practical
problems in familiar and unfamiliar routine contexts
and situations

Draw conclusions and provide mathematical
justifications

English

Activity

Skill

Speaking and listening - make a range of contributions
to discussions and make effective presentations in a
wide range of contexts

Reading - compare, select, read and understand texts
and use them to gather information, ideas, arguments
and opinions

Writing - write documents communicating information,
ideas and opinions effectively and persuasively

Work experience

Examples of work experience placements appropriate to this unit would be: a
photography studio, a video production company, a graphic design studio, an

advertising company.

Specialist Resources

Resources required by students for the completion of this unit will be dependent on
the disciplines within which they are working. Please see the general statement on
resources in the Introduction to the Level 3 Specialised Diploma in Creative and

Media.
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Unit 5: Evaluation

Principal Learning unit
Level 3
Guided learning hours: 90

Externally assessed
[External assessment of this unit will take five hours]

About this unit Once you’ve finished a piece of work, the job’s not done yet!
You should always reflect how it went and what you have gained
personally from the experience. In this unit you should reflect
on your learning and personal development on the whole course.

You will be asked to answer questions based on the work
completed during your course. You will be expected to discuss
your ideas, progress, achievements and your personal
development. This will include reference to the tutorials,
critiques and discussions that form part of your course.

You will be asked to think about your working methods over the
whole course generally, your own creative and subject
development and your work both in teams and as an individual.

You will also be asked questions about your future plans for
progression or employment, your understanding of the
professional world and a sense of the ‘journey’ you have been on
during this multi-disciplinary experience.

Your response to these questions will be externally assessed. You
will be allowed to use any notes and journals you completed
during the course when writing your externally assessed
evaluation.

Although every other unit includes some evaluation, this unit is
seeking greater depth and detail. Some of that depth and detail
will come from visits, guest lectures, seminars and tutorials,
with the intention of placing your work and experience in a
broader real-world context.

Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit a learner should:

1 Understand how to keep and use an evaluative record of factors that have
influenced work and decision making

2 Be able to investigate opportunities for progression in education and employment

3 Be able to summarise own development and relate it to intentions for
progression.
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What you need to cover

5.1  Understand how Anyone who does work which involves creativity should keep
records of their work in progress, their ideas and any factors
that affect the success of their work. For this unit the focus is
on detailed evaluation and appraisal of the challenges and
successes that arise whilst you are working.

to keep and use
an evaluative
record of
factors that
have influenced
work and
decision making

5.2 Be able to
investigate
opportunities
for progression
in education
and
employment

You must keep records of each piece of work you do, making
notes on such matters as:

how other artists and designers influenced you in your work

whether the processes, techniques and media used were
appropriate and effective

how well styles, genres, language and formal elements
conveyed and communicated your intentions

how the work was affected by consideration of its intended
audience and other constraints

the strengths and weaknesses of your work
problems you encountered and your solutions to them
what you would change if you could

what you learned ?

Your evaluative record must include:

records of correspondence with external parties with
additional notes on the value and effect of these contacts

reflections on primary research generated from site visits

copies of material, secondary research sources,
bibliographies, website lists (not Google) and notes that
explain the value of these to the development of your work

records in note form or otherwise that demonstrate how
critiques and peer discussion have helped progress ideas and
outcomes

preparation for discussion and critiques

completion of a personal progression plan in response to
advice.

There are many ways to investigate progression.

You must be able to:

develop strategies that support a personal progression plan

identify suitable opportunities for different progression
routes

arrange and undertake visits to relevant organisations and
higher education institutions

use discussions with other people to evaluate possible
progression routes.
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5.3 Be able to
summarise own
development,
and relate it to
intentions for
progression

Realistic self-assessment is a key to personal development and
preparation for progression. You must be able to:

show that you are aware of your strengths and weaknesses
in your chosen discipline and how these have changed over
time

show how your thinking, creativity and working practices
have changed and evolved during your course and why

explain how these factors have affected your thinking about
progression routes.
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QCF unit summary

Outcome | Learning Outcome Assessment

NIoET The learner will: The learner can:

5.1 Understand how to keep and use gather, record and use relevant
an evaluative record of factors information to reflect on processes,
that have influenced work and techniques and media employed and
decision making decisions made, with reference to:

¢ influence of other practitioners

e appropriateness and effectiveness of the
processes, techniques and media
employed

¢ how styles, genres, language and formal
elements have been used to convey and
communicate intentions

¢ how work is affected by consideration of
its intended audience and other
constraints

¢ the strengths and weaknesses of the
work

[RL 1, 5]

5.2 Be able to investigate research, identify, explore and evaluate
opportunities for progression in opportunities for and barriers to
education and employment progression to employment and higher

education [IE 1, 2, 4, 6]
5.3 Be able to summarise own use feedback and other sources to

development and relate it to
intentions for progression

evaluate own creative development over
time and relate that to intentions for
progression [RL 1, 2, 4, 5]
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How you will be assessed

This unit will be externally assessed through your response to a pre-set paper.

Your response must be completed in electronic form working under controlled conditions. You will be
given opportunities to prepare your answers and will be allowed access to your records and notes when
writing.

You will be allowed up to five hours to complete your response to the set paper. This time will be
spread over several sessions.

You will be asked to write about:

e the way that tutorials and group discussions have influenced the style and production of your work
(learning outcome 1)

e the way that tutorials and group discussions have influenced your decision-making (learning
outcome 1)

e how your ideas, skills and career intentions have developed and changed during your course
(learning outcome 2)

e your progression plan (learning outcome 3).

You must provide electronic versions of the records you have kept and used when answering
these questions.

You may also provide illustrative material showing any work you refer to in your responses by adding a
file in an appropriate format to your folder.

Further information about which files you may attach and how to do so will be given to you by tour
teachers.

Assessment

This unit is externally assessed through a response to the paper given in the Appendix
to this unit.

Writing the response

Edexcel produces an electronic version of this paper which should be downloaded
from the Edexcel website. Candidates must write their responses directly on to this
electronic document.

Candidates must be given up to five hours in which to write their response to the
paper, during which time they must be working

e under supervision

e under conditions in which they do not communicate with anybody except an
invigilator.

The work will be spread over more than one session so centres must ensure:
e that the maximum period of five hours in not exceeded in total for any candidate

¢ that in between writing sessions the work in progress is stored securely and
safely, in such a way that candidates cannot access their responses.

Candidates may work with access to their notes and records.
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Once candidates have started to write their responses their work must be transferred
to an individual folder for each candidate and stored securely. The folder must be
named as follows:

edexcel_diploma_in_cam/level_3_unit_5/candidate_response/centre number/
candidate_name_in_full/candidate number

When the work is completed centres must ensure that they are able to sign the
Authentication Statement (provided in Appendix X) which declares that the work
submitted for assessment

a is the candidate’s own unaided work

b refers to work created by the candidate writing about it (either individually as as
an active member of a group).

Illustrative material

Learners must provide electronic versions of the records used to answer these
questions. This material must be attached to the responses to the questions as
evidence of the record-keeping work referred to in each learner’s answers.

The file must be named:
edexcel_diploma_in_cam/level_3_unit_5/work_reported_on/centre number/
candidate_name_in_full/candidate number

Candidates may also attach illustrative material showing any work they refer
specifically to by adding a file in an appropriate format to their folders (Edexcel will
provide advice on what is an appropriate file format).

All attached files must be produced outside the assessment time and must be added
to the candidate’s folder by a teacher or other authorised person outside the
assessment time.

This material may be taken into account by the assessor but it will not be directly
assessed or have marks attached to it.

Storing and submitting the responses

Centres must keep each candidate’s response and illustrative material in a separate
folder, as instructed above, under secure conditions.

All folders must be sent electronically to Edexceladdress by xx™ of Xxxx in the year of
examination at the latest.

Any candidate whose work is not received by Edexcel by that date will be deemed
not to have taken the external paper for the Level 3 Diploma in Creative and
Media.
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Guidance for Teaching this Unit

NB: It is a requirement of the qualification that the work for this unit is
contextualised in relation to a minimum of two disciplines. As the work for this unit
consists of a response to work done in other units which themselves require the
combination of two or more disciplines, this requirement should be automatically
observed. Further guidance on how to contextualise specific disciplines is given in the
Indicative Content Statement, also available in the Teacher Support Material for the
Edexcel Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media.

Overview

Creative people should constantly be reviewing their work. The best way to do this is
by keeping records of their work in progress, their ideas development and any factors
that might have affected the success of their work or its content. They should also
get feedback from friends and colleagues, clients and audiences at every available
opportunity.

The focus of this unit is on the process of evaluation and appraisal of the learner’s
development as a creative worker over the long term - what has been learnt, how has
it been learnt, and where will it lead. It is also concerned with the process of keeping
and using records for that evaluative process.

Teaching the unit

This unit should be spread over the whole course. Sessions for both one-to-one
reviews with teachers and group sessions for peer review should be built into the
timetable on a regular basis.

Effective evaluation means that teachers must strive to improve learners’ analytical
and critical skills, making them review their progress against objectives, improving
their time management and organisation, and improving communication skills.

The process of evaluation should encourage learners to answer questions such as:
¢ How have other producers and performers influenced this project?
e Are the processes, techniques and/or media used appropriate and effective?

e Have the styles, genres, language and formal elements used successfully
conveyed and communicated my intentions, the feel and message?

e Has the brief been successfully answered in terms of audience and other
constraints?

¢ What are the strengths and weaknesses of my work?

¢ What problems did | encounter and how were they solved?
e What would | change if | could?

e What have | learned ?

Learners should prepare for and participate in meaningful tutorials, critiques,
discussions and reviews, individually and in groups. Aspects of self-appraisal will also
emerge from these sessions. Records should be kept that show action planning,
ongoing reflection and decisions about direction.
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Teachers should ensure that learners produce a record that demonstrates that they
can:

Prepare for tutorials
Participate in individual and group tutorials
Complete and progress a personal action plan in response to tutorial advice

Attend and participate in critiques, peer and group discussions that inform the
development of the project in a professional productive manner

Teaching should also focus on ensuring that all learners have a full understanding
of the range of progression routes to higher education and employment, with a
clearly defined programme of supporting sessions that might include visits, work
with careers advisors, UCAS officers, progression coaches and personal tutors.

Learners must:

develop strategies that support a personal progression plan
prepare for progression

use individual and group discussions to explore and evaluate possible progression
routes.

explain how they have made decisions about chosen progression routes.

Teaching should refer to aspects of choice of process, getting ideas into order,
techniques and skills, new media and methods, and applying contextual knowledge
about artists, producers and designers and how they work in each of the disciplines..
Realistic self-assessment is a key to personal development and preparation for
progression. Learners must be able to:

answer questions to show that they are aware of your strengths and weaknesses
in any chosen discipline

discuss the influence of the professional world on their work

show how their own thinking, creativity and working practices have changed and
evolved during the course.

In order to be able to respond fully to the question paper at the end of this unit,
learners should assemble and keep:
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records of correspondence with external parties with additional notes on the
value and effect of these contacts

reflections on primary research generated from site visits

copies of material, secondary research sources, bibliography, website lists (not
Google) and notes that explain the value of these to the development of their
work.

records in note form or otherwise that demonstrate how critiques and peer
discussion have helped develop their ideas and outcomes.
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Guidance on assessment
This unit is externally assessed.

Immediately after submission of the responses a teacher (or other authorised person)
must transfer the files, along with any illustrative material supplied by candidates, to
a CDRom, putting each candidate’s work in a separate folder. Each folder must be
clearly labelled with the following information in the following order:

e centre name

e centre number

e candidate name

e candidate number.

A copy of the CDRom must be kept by the centre. Another copy must be sent directly
to Edexcel by xxth of Xxxx in the year of examination at the latest. Any candidate
whose work is not received by Edexcel by that date will be deemed not to have taken
the external paper for the Level 3 Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media.

Teachers may go over the paper with their learners in advance of their writing their
responses and elaborate on the questions. They may not, however, assist them during
or after the writing of the response.

For further guidance about setting and running external assessment, please see the
Edexcel Guidance on Control of Externally Assessed Diploma Units.

Personal, learning and thinking skills

Opportunities to develop personal, learning and thinking skills are inherent in this
qualification as the activities which learners will undertake all require, to varying
degrees, research, creativity, team work, self management, self-reflection and
consideration of the social context and impact of what they do and produce. The
development of these skills should be at the centre of any pedagogic approach to this
qualification.

The QCF Unit Summary above references the personal, learning and thinking skills
which are embedded in specific assessment criteria for this unit. By achieving the
criteria, learners will have demonstrated effective application of the referenced
elements of the skill.

Each unit, however, also provides opportunities to address other elements of
personal, learning and thinking skills. These are referenced in the table below.
Teachers should ensure that these opportunities are fully grasped in the teaching of
the unit.

The full range of personal, learning and thinking skills relevant to each unit is
mapped in Annexe C of this document.
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Outcome

Skill

5.1

Reflective learners

6 communicate their learning in relevant ways for
different audiences

5.2 Independent 5 consider the influence of circumstances, beliefs and
enquirers feelings on decisions and events
5.3 Reflective learners 6 communicate their learning in relevant ways for

different audiences

Functional skills

This unit provides opportunities for the development of functional skills at Level 2 as

follows:

ICT - use ICT systems

Activity

Skill

Select, interact with and use ICT systems
independently for a complex task to meet a variety of
needs

Evaluate the effectiveness of the ICT system they have
used

Manage information storage to enable efficient
retrieval

Follow and understand the need for safety and security
practices

Troubleshoot

ICT - Find and select information

Activity

Skill

Select and use a variety of sources of information
independently for a complex task

Access, search for, select and use ICT-based
information and evaluate its fitness for purpose
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ICT - Develop, present and communicate information

Individuals can enter, develop and format information
independently to suit its meaning and purpose
including:

e text and tables
e images

e numbers

e records

Bring together information to suit content and purpose

Present information in ways that are fit for purpose and
audience

Evaluate the selection and use of ICT tools and
facilities used to present information

Select and use ICT to communicate and exchange
information safely, responsibly and effectively
including storage of messages and contact lists

Maths

Activity

Skill

Understand routine and non-routine problems in a wide
range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts and situations

Identify the situation or problem and the mathematical
methods needed to tackle it

Select and apply a range of skills to find solutions

Use appropriate checking procedures and evaluate their
effectiveness at each stage

Interpret and communicate solutions to practical
problems in familiar and unfamiliar routine contexts
and situations

Draw conclusions and provide mathematical
justifications

English

Activity

Skill

Speaking and listening - make a range of contributions
to discussions and make effective presentations in a
wide range of contexts

Reading - compare, select, read and understand texts
and use them to gather information, ideas, arguments
and opinions

Writing - write documents communicating information,
ideas and opinions effectively and persuasively
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Specialist Resources

Resources required by students for the completion of this unit will be dependent on
the disciplines within which they are working. Please see the general statement on

resources in the Introduction to the Edexcel Level X Specialised Diploma in Creative
and Media.
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Appendix to Unit 5
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Edexcel Level 3 Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media

Unit 5: Evaluation - External Assessment

Information for candidates.

Your assessment for Unit 5 will be based on your responses to the prompts in Sections
A - D below.

Write your responses, using correct formal English, in the boxes below the prompts.

You must attach electronic versions of your notes and records. You may attach
additional, illustrative material to your responses if you wish. Any such material must
be clearly specified in the box below your response.

Marking

A total maximum of 60 marks are available.
Word count
The total number of words for your response in each section must not exceed 750.

You must give the number of words in each of you responses at the end of each
response.

The word count does not include words included in illustrative material, or captions
to illustrative material. Any text in illustrative material or in captions to such
material will not be considered by examiners when assessing this report.

NB: you will be penalised if you exceed the word count in any section.
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Section A With reference to your evaluative records, explain the factors that have
influenced the style and production of your work in two different
projects.

Response

Additional
material

Word count for Section
1

Section B | How have tutorials, critiques and group discussions influenced your
decision-making? Give two examples based on your own records.

Response

Additional

material

Word count for Section
2

Section C | Explain how your ideas, skills and career intentions have developed and
changed during your course. What are the strengths and weaknesses of
your work in a chosen discipline? You should refer to your action plans,
tutorials, reviews and your understanding of the professional world.

Response

Additional
material

Word count for Section
3

Section D | Explain your own progression plan. Explain and justify your decisions with
reference to records of discussions, visits and independent research into
progression routes to higher education and employment in the creative
and media sectors.

Response
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Additional
material

Word count for Section
4

Total word count

End of paper
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Unit 6: Investigation
Principal Learning unit

Level 3
Guided learning hours: 90

Externally assessed
[External assessment of this unit will be approximately 90% coincident

with the learner’s coverage of the content]

About this unit Creative and media people, like cats, are full of curiosity, and
often stray into other people’s territory. Artists will design stage
sets, fashion designers will do costumes for films, and composers
will write scores for movies.

They can be copycats, too, often drawing inspiration from the

work of others - but not slavishly. From their understanding of

historical and contemporary practice they are able to develop

new ideas of their own. In this way the creative and media arts
benefit from a continuous process of innovation and change.

This unit aims to develop your knowledge and understanding of
historical and contemporary contexts in the creative and media
arts by giving you the opportunity to investigate someone whose
work particularly interests you, and by whom you may have been
influenced in your own creative work. You must investigate work
by this person which crosses more than one discipline.

Through following this unit you will build your research skills.
You will also develop your understanding of others’ ideas and
working methods by critically analysing work by your chosen
practitioner.

You will bring your investigations together in a written study
which could be illustrated with relevant material.

In this unit you must bring together two or more of the
disciplines as defined on page xx.

Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit a learner should:

1. Know how to undertake research into work by creative and media practitioners
2. Is able to apply appropriate critical methodology to the work of a chosen practitioner
3. Be able to respond critically to the work of a chosen practitioner
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What you need to cover

6.1 Know how to You must know how to carry out research in order to
undertake investigate your chosen practitioner. This will include looking
research into at:
work -by e the factors that influence the creation or production of
creaFlve and her or his work
media
practitioners e the way the work is distributed

e the responses of audiences to the work.

You will also need to investigate the cultural, economic,
political, social and technological contexts in which your
chosen practitioner lived and worked.

You should use a variety of research methods. This means:
¢ identifying questions to answer and problems to solve
e using a range of primary and secondary research sources

e exploring issues, events or problems from different
perspectives

e asking questions to extend your thinking

¢ identifying appropriate material for further
investigation.

Your research should be as wide ranging as possible in this
early stage of your investigation. You might not even be sure
why you are doing some of it, but you want to be sure you
have explored your subject as fully as you can. You should
cover:

. the life and development of your chosen practitioner
. the professional working practices of your practitioner
. the audiences for the practitioner’s work

. the practitioner’s use of materials, techniques and
technologies.
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6.2

Is able to apply
appropriate
critical
methodology to
the work of a
chosen
practitioner

You must learn how to critically respond to work by your
chosen practitioner. To do this you need to develop an
understanding of a critical method that is suitable to the kind
of work you are studying. If your chosen practitioner is
primarily a musician, this may be an approach to analysis of
music. If the practitioner is primarily a film-maker, it may be
one of the many approaches to film analysis. Your approach
may be a kind of textual analysis which concentrates on the
work itself, it may focus on the historical development of the
work, or it may aim to relate the work to its cultural, social or
political context. Your teachers will give you guidance about
what is appropriate.

You need to:

e develop your own critical abilities through studying the
critical works of others

e develop a questioning approach to work produced by
creative and media practitioners.
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6.3

Be able to
respond

critically to the

work of a
chosen
practitioner

You must produce a written response to the work of your
chosen practitioner in the form of a critical analysis.

Before you start to write, though, you need to decide what the
main focus of your written response is going to be. You should
therefore select for further development an aspect from your
earlier research that you found particularly interesting.

You then need to:

e decide on a title for your study which focuses clearly on
this aspect and discuss your proposed title with your tutor

e create a schedule for the management of your study

o develop your understanding of your subject and refine
your analysis, developing appropriate conclusions

e organise and write up your material in a coherent
structure using clear, formal English.

Your response should cover one or more of the following:

e your own and other people’s understanding of selected
work by your chosen practitioner

e technical and aesthetic structures and content of selected
work

e historical influences on practice, including the influence
of the practitioner’s audience on the work

e  cultural, economic, political and social forces that
influence the production, distribution, use and
understanding of the practitioner’s work

e  issues concerning representation in the practitioner’s
work.
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QCF unit summary

Outcome | Learning Outcome Assessment
NI 27 The learner will: The learner can:
6.1 Know how to undertake research undertake research which covers:
into qurk by creative and media ¢ the life and creative development of the
practitioners o
chosen practitioner
¢ the professional working practices of
the practitioner
¢ the practitioner’s use of materials,
techniques and technologies
e the audiences for the practitioner’s
work
¢ the way the work was distributed
¢ the responses of audiences to the work
[IE 1, 2, 4]
6.2 Is able to apply appropriate demonstrate understanding of a critical
critical methodology to the work methodology
of a chosen practitioner apply that methodology to the work of the
chosen practitioner [CT 2]
6.3 Be able to respond critically to the | respond critically to work by a chosen

work of a chosen practitioner

practitioner [CT 2, 3]

show appreciation of context, technical
structure, content and audience

assess strengths and weaknesses in the
work of others[RL 1]

communicate their critical appreciation
and understanding of the work of others,
supporting their ideas effectively [IE 6; RL
6]

How you will be assessed

For this unit you must produce a written essay of a maximum word length of 2,500 words.

The essay must be accompanied by a research log identifying the resources you used to
research the subject of your essay and setting out your research process.

Your tutor will give you further advice on what you must do and how you must present your

work.
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Assessment

This unit is externally assessed through a written essay (maximum word length 2,500 words)
accompanied by a research log.

The study must focus on:
1. a present or past creative or media practitioner

2. work produced by that practitioner which combines two or more of the creative and media
disciplines (see page xx).

NB: the term ‘practitioner’ is used throughout this unit for the sake of brevity and clarity.
Learners may, however, study a group of practitioners who worked together on identifiable
cooperative projects (for example, an avant garde opera or ballet company).

Writing the essay

Learners should choose a subject and construct a suitable title for the study in consultation
with their teachers. There is no requirement to submit topics or titles to Edexcel for prior
approval. Centres may, however, if they wish, seek advice on individual topics or titles from
Edexcel.

Centres must ensure that any topic undertaken by a learner will enable that learner to address
all the learning outcomes of the unit and will provide opportunities to achieve the full range
of marks.

The total number of marks available for this piece of work is 60, of which 10 will be available
for the research log, and 50 for the essay. Of the 50 available for the essay 15 will be available
for the application of a critical method, and 25 for the response to the work of the chosen
practitioner.

Learners may discuss the planning of their essay with their teachers, and may also discuss with
them any individual example of work by their chosen practitioner. Teachers must not,
however, discuss drafts of the essay or any written work with the learner.

When the work is completed centres must attach an Authentication Statement (provided in
Appendix X) which declares that the work submitted for assessment is the candidate’s own
unaided work.

Illustrative material

Learners may add an appendix of illustrative material to their essay if they wish. No marks,
however, will be available for the appendix. Learners may refer to this appendix in the body
of their essay, but they must not include in the appendix itself any discussion of the material
it contains. Any such discussion will be ignored by the examiners and will not be able to
contribute to the assessment of the essay.

Work presented to Edexcel must be word processed and presented on A4 paper or in electronic
form. Essays and research logs submitted electronically must be in Microsoft Word documents.

The form in which submissions are presented must be consistent - that is, they must be either
entirely on paper or entirely electronic. The two must not be mixed.

Appendices submitted in paper form must also be on A4 paper. Appendices submitted
electronically should employ appropriate and common file formats (Edexcel will provide
advice on what is an appropriate file format). Learners should be warned that if examiners
cannot easily access material in appendices, such material will be ignored. Appendices should
be indexed in a Microsoft Word document.
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This material may be taken into account by the assessor but it will not be directly assessed or
have any marks attached to it.

Submitting the essays

All work must be sent to Edexceladdress, either by post or electronically, by xx™ of Xxxx in the
year of examination at the latest.

Any candidate whose work is not received by Edexcel by that date will be deemed not to
have taken the external paper for the Level 3 Diploma in Creative and Media.

For further guidance about setting and running external assessment, please see the Edexcel
Guidance on Control of Externally Assessed Diploma Units.

Guidance for teaching this unit

NB: It is a requirement of the qualification that the work for this unit is contextualised in
relation to a minimum of two disciplines. Guidance on how this can be done is given below.
Further guidance on how to contextualise specific disciplines is given in the Indicative Content
Statement, also available in the Teacher Support Material for the Edexcel Specialised Diploma
in Creative and Media.

Overview

This unit aims to develop students’ ability to investigate work in the creative and media
sectors. They will need to critically analyse work done by a practitioner of their own choice,
and present their findings in a coherent manner. It requires students to work across more than
one discipline. Learners might, for example, look at the work of artists such David Hockney or
Robert Rauchenburg as set designers, (famous fashion designer)’s costume designs for film,
(famous composer)’s scores for films, or Stravinsky’s work for ballet. A study of Dylan
Thomas’s writing for radio would be another possibility - the emphasis being on the way he
exploited the medium rather than the relation of the work to his other writing.

Teaching the unit

Tutors might consider identifying appropriate opportunities for covering this unit at different
stages in the diploma, integrating it at times with activities from other units, rather than
teaching it discretely.

In working through this unit, students will be expected to research and use contemporary and
historical practice to inform and inspire their studies. There are opportunities here for tutors
to invite guest speakers from a relevant field to discuss and demonstrate their practice.
Students would also benefit from visits to studios, workshops, museums, galleries and
theatres.

Students will need guidance in selecting appropriate research avenues to explore when
working towards learning outcome 1. They will need to distinguish between different
approaches to research, and to be able to access both primary and secondary contextual
sources. They will need to plan their research in order for it to be carried out effectively.

Research findings must be submitted as part of the assessment of the unit in the form of a
research log. This should be set out in tabulated form showing what sources or materials were
looked at and what sort of information was obtained - though there is no need to summarise
that information in the log. The research log should be chronological, and should also show,
where relevant, how one source led to or connected with another.
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Learning outcome 2 requires an introduction to the work of critical theorists and is best
taught, initially through a lesson or lecture format, allowing students to explore and express
their own perceptions and opinions of several relevant works. Students must be given
opportunities to deliver critiques of a range of examples, using the theories of critics working
today and in the past, ensuring that they appreciate the need to view creative and media
work within its contexts, wherever or whenever they are.

Learning outcome 3 focuses on learners’ own critical responses to the work of others, but they
should be well informed, demonstrating appropriate levels of research and understanding. The
considered views of a range of authorities on the chosen subject should contribute to this
understanding, and they should be referenced identifiably, rather than subsumed without
attribution within the learner’s own opinions and assumptions.

Personal, learning and thinking skills

Opportunities to develop personal, learning and thinking skills are inherent in this qualification
as the activities which learners will undertake all require, to varying degrees, research,
creativity, team work, self management, self-reflection and consideration of the social
context and impact of what they do and produce. The development of these skills should be at
the centre of any pedagogic approach to this qualification.

The QCF Unit Summary above references the personal, learning and thinking skills which are
embedded in specific assessment criteria for this unit. By achieving the criteria, learners will
have demonstrated effective application of the referenced elements of the skill.

Each unit, however, also provides opportunities to address other elements of personal,
learning and thinking skills. These are referenced in the table below. Teachers should ensure
that these opportunities are fully grasped in the teaching of the unit.

The full range of personal, learning and thinking skills relevant to each unit is mapped in
Annexe C of this document.

Outcome | Skill

6.1 Independent 3 explore issues, events or problems from different
enquirers perspectives

5 consider the influence of circumstances, beliefs and
feelings on decisions and events

6 support conclusions, using reasoned arguments and
evidence

6.2 Creative thinkers 3 connect their own and others’ ideas and experiences in
inventive ways

4 question their own and others’ assumptions

92 Edexcel Diploma Level 3 Principal Learning in Creative and Media - Draft - © Edexcel Limited 2007




Functional skills

This unit provides opportunities for the development of functional skills at Level 2 as follows:

ICT - use ICT systems

Activity

Skill

Select, interact with and use ICT systems
independently for a complex task to meet a variety of
needs

Evaluate the effectiveness of the ICT system they have
used

Manage information storage to enable efficient
retrieval

Follow and understand the need for safety and security
practices

Troubleshoot

ICT - Find and select information

Activity

Skill

Select and use a variety of sources of information
independently for a complex task

Access, search for, select and use ICT-based
information and evaluate its fitness for purpose

ICT - Develop, present and communicate information

Individuals can enter, develop and format information
independently to suit its meaning and purpose
including:

e text and tables
e images
e numbers

e records

Bring together information to suit content and purpose

Present information in ways that are fit for purpose and
audience

Evaluate the selection and use of ICT tools and
facilities used to present information

Select and use ICT to communicate and exchange
information safely, responsibly and effectively
including storage of messages and contact lists
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Maths

Activity Skill

Understand routine and non-routine problems in a wide
range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts and situations

Identify the situation or problem and the mathematical
methods needed to tackle it

Select and apply a range of skills to find solutions

Use appropriate checking procedures and evaluate their
effectiveness at each stage

Interpret and communicate solutions to practical
problems in familiar and unfamiliar routine contexts
and situations

Draw conclusions and provide mathematical
justifications

English

Activity Skill

Speaking and listening - make a range of contributions
to discussions and make effective presentations in a
wide range of contexts

Reading - compare, select, read and understand texts
and use them to gather information, ideas, arguments
and opinions

Writing - write documents communicating information,
ideas and opinions effectively and persuasively

Specialist Resources

Resources required by students for the completion of this unit will be dependent on the
disciplines within which they are working. Please see the general statement on resources in
the Introduction to the Level 3 Specialised Diploma in Creative and Media.
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